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Reversals in U.S.-South Korea
Links, and Some Jagged Fault
Lines
by HOWARD W. FRENCH
(NYT. February 11, 2003,
SEOUL, South Korea)

With concerns running high
over tensions with North Korea
and cracks in the alliance
between the United States and
South Korea, President-elect
Roh Moo Hyun dispatched a
delegation to Washington for a
getting-to-know-you visit.

As they have been doing for
months, however, the two coun-
tries which have been close allies
for half a century managed to ac-
centuate their differences, more
than narrow them. At a private
Washington dinner for the South
Korean visitors last week, which
was intended as a frank, off-the-
record exchange, several Ameri-
can participants said mouths
dropped open when a senior
South Korean envoy said that if
it had to choose, the incoming
government would prefer that
North Korea had nuclear
weapons to seeing it collapse. "
Their responses were so far out
that all the other planets were all
closer to each other than they
were to any of the Koreans," said
one participant in the dinner. 'l
sense major trouble ahead in the
relationship. The impression I got
is that for Roh and his genera-
tion, the ultimate goal is to ren-
nite their country and get us off
the peninsula.”

The incoming president has of-
ten said nuclear weapons in
North Korea would be intolera-
ble. But his envoys to Washing-
ton reinforced another message,
one that many experts see as
contradictory that Seoul opposes

any military action against North
Korea, or even penalties. The
very week of the South Korean
visit, speaking at a committee
hearing at the House of Repre-
sentatives, Secretary of Defense
Donald H. Rumsfeld used the
most provocative language toward
North Korea since President
Bush included it in his "axis of
evil." Mr. Rumsfeld, who re-
cently ordered 24 long-range
bombers on alert for possible de-
ployment to the region to deter
North Korea from producing nu-
clear weapons, called the coun-
try's government a “terrorist
regime."

Many experts say his language
will only harden North Korea's
belief that the United States in-
tends to attack it once any war in
Irag is completed. What is cer-
tain, though, is that it shocked
South Korea's governing party,
and deepened strains in its al-
liance with the United States. '
We are closely watching as to
what the real intention was re-
garding  Defense  Secretary
Rumsfeld and President Bush's
comments,” Mr. Roh's Millen-
nium Democratic Party said in a
strong implicit criticism of the
United States. "North Korea and
Irag are different. We make it
clear that there must be no mis-
take in decision making."

For the last two months, North
Korea's leadership has been
working its way down a checklist
toward a bottom line that will al-
most certainly result in a declara-
tion that the country has become
a nuclear state. But throughout,
diplomats and political experts
say, the United States and South
Korea have appeared badly
divided and lacking a strategy to
slow the nuclear clock.

Those Korea experts say that
for many months there have been
open divisions within the Bush
administration over North Korea
policy, between hard-liners and
those who urge a more concilia-
tory approach. Over the last two
weeks, however, many say that
strong signals have begun to
emerge that Secretary of State
Colin L. Powell has finally begun
to assert State Department con-
trol over policy toward the im-
poverished and heavily armed
country. Above all, the new line
from Washington was intended to
lower tensions with North Korea,
and to prepare the way gradually
for direct talks. With Mr. Rums-
feld's comments, and more recent
statements on Friday declaring
that all options were on the table.

- owever, the administration ap-
peared to be reversing itself yet
again on North Korea. In a highly
unusual commentary published
the next day, Rodong Sinmun,
the newspaper of the governing
North Korean Workers' Party, s-
tated flatly, "We predict that the
U.S. imperialists may undertake
a military adventure.” The com-
mentary added, ‘It is foolish for
the U.S. to think that we will sit
idle with folded arms to wait until
it gives orders for a pre-emptive
strike.” Veteran intelligence ana-
lysts said they could not recall a
formulation in which the North
Korean news media predicted an
American attack. Tt looks like
we are back to Square 1, with
Rumsfeld, the Pentagon and John
Bolton on one side fighting a-
gainst Powell and the State
Department, " said Marcus
Noland, a senior fellow at the In-
stitute for International Eco-
nomics and author of "Avoiding
the Apocalypse: The Future of
the Two Koreas.” 'North Korea
keeps marching ahead with its
plans, and we don't even appear
to have a policy."

In many ways, regional experts
say, the situation in South Korea
is even more worrisome than the
apparent policy disarray in Wash-
ington. Both South Korea's
departing president, Kim Dae
Jung, and its newly elected lead-
er, Mr. Roh, are so firmly com-
mitted to engagement with North
Korea that any coercive or mili-
tary measures by Washington
aimed at terminating North
Korea's nuclear weapons pro-
grams could end up destroying
the 50-year-old alliance between
the United States and South
Korea instead. Many who met
with the high-level South Korean
delegation to Washington de-
scribed the visit as a near disas-
ter. Experts say the results of
two special delegations sent by
Mr. Roh (the other one was to
North Korea) illustrate what one
diplomat called the incoming
government's ‘romantic funk’ over
North Korea. Mr. Roh is a liberal
one-term legislator with almost
no international experience. It is
not necessarily a bad thing to be
a blank slate,” said Victor D.
Cha, a Korea expert at George-
town University, who met with
the delegation and cautioned a-
gainst too much alarmism. "Roh
is someone who really seems to
listen. But this is a test of al-
liances, and if they can't figure
out how to deal with a real threat
together, there's not munch of an
alliance left.”
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Winter Tree

Winter tree stands silently,

‘Tho'it doesn't look ugly.

terrestrial spirit,

In frigid cold winter
1 plant tees in my heart,
While watching a winter tree,

Now in such a cold day

Llike to emulate a winter tree.

‘Tho'it conveys all stories to me.
Winter tree has taken off all baroque accessories,

A2 paE)

Winter tree stands grotesquely as haggardly,
Tho'it seems in deep meditation.

Winter tree is always working on its own way
‘T'o flower in the spring by caressing and protecting scions,
‘T'o embellish with opulent green in summer by enriching with

‘T'o bear fruits in fall by refurbishing with earthly nutrient.

Winter tree stands pompously in the frigid cold,
Not like a defeated but a triumphant warrior.

Spring tree that is decorated with beautiful flowers,
Summer tree that is wrapped up with opulent green.
Autumn tree that is studded with delicious fruits.

Winter tree stands defiantly against frigid cold.
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War in the Ruins of Diplomacy (NYT2 $o|2-2 48 it March 18, 2003)

America is on its way to war. President Bush
has told Saddam Hussein to depart or face attack.
For Mr. Hussein. getting rid of weapons of mass
destruction is no longer an option. DNiplomacy has
been dismissed. Arms inspectors. journalists and
other civilians have been advised to leave Traq.

The country now stands at a decisive turning
point. not just in regard to the Iraq crisis. but in
how it means to define its role in the post-cold-
war world. President Bush's father and then Bill
Clinton worked hard to infuse that role with
Americas traditions of idealism. internationalism
and multilateralism. Under George W. Bush. how-
ever. Washington has charted a very different
course. Allies have been devalued and military
force overvalued. Now that logic is playing out in
a war waged without the compulsion of necessity.
the endorsement of the United Nations or the
company of traditional allies. This page has never
wavered in the belief that Mr. Hussein must be
disarmed. Our problem is with the wrongheaded
way this administration has gone about it. Once
the fighting begins. every American will be think-
ing primarily of the safety of our troops. the suc-
cess of their mission and the minimization of Traqi
civilian casualties. Tt will not feel like the right
time for complaints about how America got to this
point.

Today is the right time. This war crowns a

* period of terrible diplomatic failure. Washington's

worst in at least a generation. The Bush adminis-
tration now presides over unprecedented American
military might. What it risks squandering is not
America's power. but an essential part of its glory.
When this administration took office just over two
years ago. expectations were different. President
Bush was a novice in international affairs. while
his father had been a master practitioner. But the
new president looked to have assembled an experi-
enced national security team. It included Colin
Powell and Dick Cheney. who had helped build the
multinational coalition that fought the first Persian
Gulf war. Condoleezza Rice had helped manage a
peaceful end for Europe’s cold war divisions. Non-
ald Rumsfeld brought government and internation-
al experience stretching back to the Ford adminis-
tration. This seasoned team was led by a man who
had spoken forcefully as a presidential candidate
about the need for the United States to wear its
power with humility. to reach out to its allies and
not be perceived as a bully.

But this did not turn out to be a team of steady
veterans. The hubris and mistakes that con-
tributed to America’s current isolation began long
before the attacks of Sept. 11. 2001. From the ad

inistration’s first days. it turned away from in-
ternationalism and the concerns of its European
allies by abandoning the Kyoto Protocol on global
warming and withdrawing America’s signature
from the treaty establishing the International
Criminal Court. Russia was bluntly told to accept
America's withdrawal from the Antiballistic Mis-
sile Treaty and the expansion of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization into the territory of the
former Soviet Union. Tn the Middle Fast. Wash-
ington shortsightedly stepped backed from the
worsening spiral of violence between Israel and the
Palestinians. ignoring the pleas of Arab. Muslim
and Furopean countries, If other nations resist
American leadership today. part of the reason lies
in this unhappy history.

The Atlantic alliance is now more deeply riven
than at any time since its creation more than a
half-century ago. A promising new era of coopera-
tion with a democratizing Russia has been put at
risk. China. whose constructive incorporation into
global affairs is crucial to the peace of this cen-
tury. has been needlessly estranged. Governments
across the Muslim world. whose cooperation is so
vital to the war against terrorism. are now warily
navigating between popular anger and American
power.

The American-sponsored Security Council reso-
lution that was withdrawn vesterday had firm sup-
port from only four of the councils 15 members
and was opposed by major European powers like
France. Germany and Russia. Even the few lead-
ers who have stuck with the Bush administration.
like Tony Blair of Britain and Jose Maria Aznar of
Spain. have done so in the face of broad domestic
opposition. which has left them and their parties
politically damaged.

There is no ignoring the role of Baghdad's game
of cooperation without content in this diplomatic
debacle. And France. in its zest for standing up to
Washington. succeeded mainly in sending all the
wrong signals to Baghdad. But Washington's own
destructive contributions were enormous: its shift-
ing goals and rationales. its increasingly arbitrary
timetables. its distaste for diplomatic give and
take. its public arm-twisting and its failure to con-
vince most of the world of any imminent danger.

The result is a war for a legitimate international
goal against an execrable tyranny. but one fought
almost alone, At a time when America most needs
the world to see its actions in the best possible
light. they will probably be seen in the worst. This
result was neither foreordained nor inevitable.
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Text: Bush's Speech on Iraq
(NYT. March 18, 2003) Follow-
ing is a transcript of President
Bush's speech last night on Iraq,
as recorded by The New York
Times:

My fellow citizens, events in
Iraq have now reached the final
days of decision.

For more than a decade, the
United States and other nations
have pursued patient and honor-
able efforts to disarm the Iraqi
regime without war. That regime
pledged to reveal and destroy all
its weapons of mass destruction
as a condition for ending the
Persian Gulf war in 1991. Since
then the world has engaged in 12
vears of diplomacy. We have
passed more than a dozen resolu-
tions in the United Nations Se-
curity Council. We have sent
hundreds of weapons inspectors
to oversee the disarmament of
Iraq. Our good faith has not been
returned.

The Iraqi regime has used di-
plomacy as a ploy to gain time
and advantage. It has uniformly
defied Security Council resolu-
tions demanding full disarma-
ment. Over the years, U.N.
weapon inspectors have been
threatened by Iraqi officials,
electronically bugged and sys-
tematically deceived. Peaceful
efforts to disarm the Iraqi regime
have failed again and again be-
cause we are not dealing with
peaceful ~men.  Intelligence
gathered by this and other
governments leaves no doubt
that the Iraq regime continues to
possess and conceal some of the
most lethal weapons ever de-
vised. This regime has already
used weapons of mass destruc-
tion against Iraq's neighbors and
against Iraq’s people. The regime
has a history of reckless aggres-
sion in the Middle East. It has a
deep hatred of America and our
friends. And it has aided,
trained and harbored terrorists,
including operatives of Al Qaeda.

The danger is clear. Using
chemical, biological or, one day,
nuclear weapons, obtained with
the help of Iraq, the terrorists
could fulfill their stated ambi-
tions and kills thousands or hun-
dreds of thousands of innocent
people in our country or any oth-
er. The United States and other
nations did nothing to deserve or
invite this threat, but we will do

verything to defeat it. Instead
of drifting along toward tragedy,
we will set a course toward
safety. Before the day of horror
can come, before it is too late to
act, this danger will be removed.

The United States of America
has the sovereign authority to
use force in assuring its own na-
tional security. Recognizing the
threat to our country, the United
States Congress voted over-
whelmingly last year to support
the use of force against Iraq.
America tried to work with the
United Nations to address this
threat because we wanted to re-
solve the issue peacefully. We
believe in the mission of the
United Nations. One reason the
U.N. was founded after the Se-
cond World War was to confront
aggressive dictators actively and
early before they can attack the
innocent and destroy the peace.

In the case of Iraq, the Secu-
rity Council did act in the early
1990's. Under Resolutions 678
and 687, hoth still in effect, the
United States and our allies are
authorized to use force in ridding
Iraq of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. This is not a question of
authority, it is a question of will.
Last September, I went to the
U.N. General Assembly and
urged the nations of the world to
unite and bring an end to this
danger. On Nov. 8, the Security
Council  unanimously  passed
Resolution 1441 finding Iraq in
material breach of its obligations
and vowing serious consequences
if Iraq did not fully and immedi-
ately disarm. Today, no nation
can possibly claim that Iraq has
disarmed, and it will not disarm
so long as Saddam Hussein holds
power.

For the last four and a half
months, the United States and
our allies have worked within the
Security Council to enforce that
council's longstanding demands.
Yet some permanent members of
the Security Council have publi-
cly announced that they will veto
any resolution that compels the
disarmament of Irag. These
governments share our assess-
ment of the danger, but not our
resolve to meet it. Many nations,
however, do have the resolve

and fortitude to act against this
threat to peace. And a broad
coalition is now gathering to en-
force the just demands of the
<142H04) A=

world.
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The United Nations Security
Council has not lived up to its
responsibilities, so we will rise to
ours.

In recent days, some govern-
ments in the Middle East have
been doing their part. They have
delivered public and private
messages urging the dictator to
leave lragq so that disarmament
can proceed peacefully. He has
thus far refused. All the
decades of deceit and cruelty
have now reached an end. Sad-
dam Hussein and his sons must
leave Iraq within 48 hours. Their
refusal to do so will result in
military conflict, commenced at
a time of our choosing. For their
own safety, all foreign nationals,
including journalists and inspec-
tors should leave Iragq immedi-
ately.

Many lragis can hear me
tonight in a translated radio
broadcast. And | have a mes-
sage for them. If we must begin
a military campaign, it will be
directed against the lawless men
who rule your country and not
against you. As our coalition
takes away their power we will
deliver the food and medicine
vou need. We will tear down the
apparatus of terror. And we will
help vou to build a new Iraq that
is prosperous and free. In a free
Iraq there will be no more wars
of aggression against your neigh—
bors, no more poison factories,
no more executions of dissiden-
ts, no more torture chambers
and rape rooms. The tyrant will
soon be gone. The day of your
liberation is near.

It is too late for Saddam Hus-
sein to remain in power. It is not
too late for the Iraqi military to
act with honor and protect your
country by permitting the peace-
ful entry of coalition forces to
eliminate weapons of mass
destruction. Our forces will give
Iraqi military units clear instruc-
tions on actions they can take to
avoid being attacked and de-
stroyed.

1 urge every member of the
Iraqi military and intelligence
services, if war comes, do not
fight for a dying regime that is
not worth vour own life. And all
Iraqi military and civilian per-
sonnel should listen carefully to
this warning. In any conflict
vour fate will depend on your
actions. Do not destroy oil wells,
a source of wealth that belongs
to the lragi people. Do not obey
any command to use weapons of
mass destruction against any-
one. including the Iraqi people.

War crimes will be prosecuted.
War criminals will be punished.
And it will be no defense to say |
was just following orders.

Should Saddam  Hussein
choose confrontation, the
American people can know that
every measure has been taken to
avoid war. And every measure
will be taken to win it. Ameri-
cans understand the cost of con-
flict because we have paid them
in the past. War has no certainty
except the certainty of sacrifice.
Yet the only way to reduce the
harm and duration of war is to
apply the full force and might of
our military. And we are pre-
pared to do so. If Saddam Hus-
sein attempts to cling to power,
he will remain a deadly foe until
the end. In desperation he and
terrorist groups might try to
conduct terrorist operations a-
gainst the American people and
our friends. These attacks are
not inevitable. They are, how-
ever, possible. And this very
fact underscores the reason we
cannot live under the threat of
blackmail.

The terrorist threat to
America and the world will be
diminished the moment that
Saddam Hussein is disarmed.
Our government is on heightened
watch against these dangers.
Just as we are preparing to en—
sure victory in Iraq, we are tak-
ing further actions to protect our
homeland. In recent days
American authorities have ex-
pelled from the country certain
individuals with ties to lraqi in-
telligence services. Among other
measures | have directed addi-
tional security at our airports
and increased Coast Guard pa-
trols of major seaports. The
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity is working closely with the
nation's governors to increase
armed security at critical facili-
ties across America. Should
enemies strike our country they
would be attempting to shift our
attention with panic and weaken
our morale with fear. In this
they would fail. No act of theirs
can alter the course or shake the
resolve of this country. We are a
peaceful people, yet were not a
fragile people, and we will not be
intimidated by thugs and killers.
If our enemies dare to strike us,
they and all who have aided
them will face fearful conse-
quences.

We are now acting because the
risks of inaction would be far
greater. In one year or five years
the power of Iraq to inflict harm
on all free nations would be mul

Hussein 48 Hours, and Vows to

iplied many times over. With
these capabilities, Saddam Hus-
sein and his terrorist allies could
choose the moment of deadly

conflict ~ when  they  are
strongest. We choose to meet
that threat now where it arises
before it can appear suddenly in
our skies and cities.

‘I'he cause of peace requires

all free nations to recognize new
and undeniable realities. In the
20th century some chose to ap-
pease  murderous  dictators
whose threats were allowed to
grow into genocide and global
war. In this century when evil
men plot chemical, biological
and nuclear terror, a policy of
appeasement could bring
destruction of a kind never be-
fore seen on this earth. T'error—
ists and terrorist states do not
reveal these threats with fair
notice in formal declarations.
And responding to such enemies
only after they have struck first
is not self-defense, it is suicide.
The security of the world re-
quires disarming Saddam Hus-
sein now. As we enforce the just
demands of the world, we will
also honor the deepest commit-
ments of our country. Unlike
Saddam Hussein, we believe the
Iraqi people are deserving and
capable of human liberty. And
when the dictator has departed,
they can set an example to all
the Middle East of a vital and
peaceful and self-govet‘rning na-
tion. ‘
"I'he United States with other
countries will work to advance
liberty and peace in that region.
Our goal will not be achieved
overnight. But it can come over
time. T'he power and appeal of
human liberty is felt in every life
and every land. And the
greatest power of freedom is to
overcome hatred and violence,
and turn the creative gifts of
men and women to the pursuits
of peace. That is the future we
choose. Free nations have a
duty to defend our people by
uniting against the violent. And
tonight, as we have done before,
America and our allies accept
that responsibility.

Good night and may God con-
tinue to bless America.

[Ee] B3}e] et
Demecrats Against Democ-
racy by Lawrence F. Kaplan
(The Wall Street Journal
March 19, 2003)

The ghost of Woodrow Wilson walks
again. The president who pledged to a-
dopt a more "humble" approach to the
world now speaks of remarking the
world in America's image, beginning
with Iraq, where he has now committed
us to building a "prosperous and free” s-
tate. But if President Bush's commit-
ment to exporting democracy begins
with Iraq, that is also where the com-
mitment of others ends. A chorus of
leading Democrats and liberal foreign
policy types-that is, voices that once
could be counted on to support the pro-
motion of democracy abroad-has
emerged to lampoon the president for
his "Wilsonian" idealism, Far from being
the result of doubts about President
Bush's sincerity, their critique ques-
tions the broader wisdom of exporting
democracy and even the desirability of
democracy itself.

Inveighing against the president's
commitment to mounting ‘a massive
democratic revolution throughout the
Arab world,” Gary Hart writes, “The
extravagance, not to say arrogance, of
this epic undertaking is sufficiently
breathtaking in its hubris to make
Woodrow Wilson blush.” Ted Kennedy
scoffs at the administration's "simplis-
tic" vision of "democracy flourishing in
Iraq,” while Al Gore's national security
advise, Leon Fuerth, is doubtful that
the U.S. is capable of installing a *
democratic government in a place that
has never known one.”

According to these voices and their
supporters in the liberal foreign-policy
community, the inclination to ‘impose”
democracy derives from a lethal mix-
ture of chauvinism, naivete, and
hubris. Harvard professor Stanley
Hoffmann cannot fathom why the Bush
team would wish to remove tyrannical
regimes "even in countries that have no
past experience of democracy and
where repressive regimes face no expe-
rienced or cohesive opposition.” For her
part, former Clinton administration of-
ficial Jessica Mathews warns that a
crusade on behalf of democracy is arro-
gant, blind to local realities, danger-
ous, and ignorant of history.”

History? If these doubts about
democracy's ability to flourish in for-
eign soil and America's capacity fto
plant it there sound familiar, it's hardly
because these skeptics have spent
years peddling them. On the contrary,
the Clinton administration, of which
many of them were a part, offered us
strategies of "Democratic Enlargement”
and "neoWilsonianism. " Its intervention-
ist brand of idealism was duly ap-
plauded by liberals like Mr. Hoffmann,
who even penned an essay-long defense
of it, "In Defense of Mother Terasa: -

orality on Foreign Policy.” In fact,
skepticism about democratization was
until recently the signature of Kissin-
gerian ‘realists™-and, as such, enjoyed
far more traction among the ranks of
the Republican Party than it did among
Democrats.

How to account for this transforma-
tion? At the simplest level, it derives
less from opposition to President Bush's
foreign policy than from opposition to
its architect. But the looming war has
also unearthed a contradiction at the
heart of American liberalism. The con-
tradiction pits the liberal ideal that no
people ought to be governed without
their consent-and its admonition to
support the democratic aspirations of
foreign peoples-against the liberal ideal
that discourages impinging on the au-
tonomy of others. The tension between
the two manifests itself every time
America goes to war, with liberals who
heeded George McGovern's summons
to "come home, America’ arguing that
we have no right to violate the
sovereignty of a Yugoslavia or an Iraq,
while the descendants of Woodrow Wil-
son argue that to do otherwise would a-
mount to a betrayal of liberalism.

In his own way, Bill Clinton sought to
reconcile these impulses, insisting that
American power and ideals were not in-
herently incompatible. But the suspi-
cion of UU.S. might that still lingers on
the left, coupled with the fact that
President Bush wields that might so u-
napologetically, has pushed many lib-
erals to the side of noninterference.
This has left them making arguments
that are not only morally questionable,
but also recklessly ahistorical.

One is the claim that ‘"democracy
cannot be imposed through force of
arms,” as the Brookings Institution's
Shibley Telhami puts it. Never mind
that millions of Germans , Japanese, I-
talians, Bosnians and Panamanians
would argue otherwise. For democ-
racy-skeptics awash in cultural rela-
tivism, this is beside the point. Thus,
American Prospect editor Robert Kut-
tner indicts the president's democratic
vision for embracing the premise that *
most of the world, given the choice,
really wants to be just like us.” But is it
really necessary to point out that citi-
zens of nondemocratic states have
never been "given the choice’ and that
liberty is not a uniquely American de-
sire?

Apparently so, for asked to choose
between the cause of democracy, on
the one hand, and faux anti-imperial-
ism, on the other, not a few opinion-
makers have proclaimed themselves
liberals against liberalism, Democrats
against democracy. And so the task of
making the world safe for democracy
falls to the democrat in the White
House. (24 Mr. Kaplan is a senior
editor at The New Republic and co-
author, with William Kristol, of “The
War Over Iraq: Saddam's Tyranny and
America's Mission,” published last
month by Encounter).
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(&30) Statement by France to
Security Council (NY'I'. February
14, 2003)

UNITED NATIONS, Feb. 14 -
Following is a transcript of the re-
marks of the French foreign min-
ister, Dominique de Villepin, be-
fore the United Nations Security
Council today, as recorded by the
Federal News Service.

DOMINIQUE  GALOUZEAU
DE VILLEPIN (French minister
of foreign affairs): (Through in-
terpreter.) Mr. President, Mr.
Secretary- General, distinguished
ministers, distinguished ambas-
sadors, 1 would like to thank Mr.
Blix and Mr. ElBaradei for the in-
formation they have given us on
the continuing inspections in Iraq.
[ would like to reiterate to them
France's confidence and complete
support in their work. You know
the value that France has placed
on the umity of the Security
Council from the outset of the
Iraq crisis. ‘This unity rests on
two fundamental elements at this
time. We are pursuing together
the objective of effectively dis-
arming Iraq. We have an obliga-
tion to achieve results. Let us not
cast doubt on our common com-
mitment to this goal. We shoulder
collectively this onerous responsi-
bility, which must leave no room
for ulterior motives or assump-
tions.

Let us be clear. Not one of us
feels the least indulgence towards
Saddam Hussein and the Iraqi
regime. In unanimously adopting
Resolution 1441, we collectively
expressed our agreement with the
two- stage approach proposed by
France: disarmament through in-
spections and, should this s-
trategy fail, consideration by the
Security Council of all the op-
" tions, including the recourse to
force. It was clearly in the event
inspections failed and only in that
event that a second resolution
could be justified.

The question today is simple.
Do we believe in good conscience
that disarmament via inspections
is now leading us to a dead end,
or do we believe that the possibili-
ties regarding inspections presen-
ted in 1441 have still not been fully
explored? In response to this
question, France believes two
things. First, the option of in-
spections has not been taken to
the end. It can provide an effec-
tive response to the imperative of

disarming Irag. Secondly, the use
of force would be so fraught with
risk for people, for the region and
for international stability that it
should only be envisioned as a last
resort.

So what have we just learned
from the reports by Mr. Blix and
Mr. ElBaradei? We have just
learned that the inspections are
purchasing results. Of course,
each of us wants more, and we
will continue together to put pres-
sure on Baghdad to obtain more.
But the inspections are purchas-
ing results. At earlier reports to
the Security Council on 27 Jan-
vary, the executive chairman of
UNMOVIC and the director-gen-
eral of the IAEA identified in de-
tail areas in which progress was
expected. Significant gains have
now been made on several of
these fronts.

In the chemical and biological
areas, the lIragis have provided
the inspectors with new documen-
tation. They have also announced
they are reestablishing two com-
missions of inquiry, led by former
officials of weapons programs in
accordance with Mr. Blix's re-
quests. In the ballistic area, the
information provided by Irag has
enabled the inspectors to make
progress. We now know exactly
the real capabilities of the Al-
Samoud missile. ‘The unautho-
rized programs must now be dis-
mantled in accordance with Mr.
Blix's conclusions. In the nuclear
domain, useful information has
been given to the IAEA on the
most important points discussed
by Mr. ElBaradei on 27 January.
The acquisition of magnets that
could be used to enrich uranium
and the list of contacts between
Iraq and the country likely to have
provided it with uranium. And so
here we are at the heart of the
logic of Resolution 1441, which
must ensure effective inspections
through precisely identifying ban-
ned programs and then eliminating
them. We all realize that success
in the inspections presupposes
that we get full and complete
cooperation from Iraq. France has
consistently demanded this.

Real progress is emerging. Iraq
has agreed to aerial reconnais-
sance over its territory; it has al-
lowed Iraqi scientists to be ques-
tioned by inspectors without wit-
nesses. a bill barring all activities
linked to weapons of mass
destruction programs is being a-
dopted, which is in accordance

with the long-standing request
from the inspectors. and lrag is
providing a detailed list of experts
who witnessed the destruction of
military programs in 1991.

France, naturally, expects

these commitments to be (du-

rably) verified as facts. Beyond
that, we must maintain strong
pressure on Irag so that it goes
further in its  cooperation.
Progress like this strengthens us
in our conviction that inspections
can be effective. But we must not
shut our eyes to the amount of
work that still remains. Questions
still have to be cleared up, verifi-
cations made, and installations
and equipment probably still have
to be destroyed. T'o do this, we
must give the inspections every
chance of succeeding. I made
some proposals to the council on 5
February, and since then, we de-
tailed them in a working document
addressed to Mr. Blix and Mr. El-
Baradei, which was distributed to
council members. What is the
spirit of those proposals? They are
practical and concrete proposals
that can be implemented quickly.
‘They are designed to enhance the
efficiency of inspection opera-
tions. They fall within the frame-
work of Resolution 1441, and con-
sequently, they do not require a
new resolution by this council.
‘They come to support the efforts
of Mr. Blix and Mr. ElBaradei,
who are, naturally, the best place
to tell us which ones they wish to
ensure maximum effectiveness in
their work. In their reports, they
have already made useful and
operational comments. France has
already announced it has addition-
al resources available to Mr. Blix
and Mr. ElBaradei, beginning
with our Mirage IV reconnais-
sance aircraft.

Oh, yes, I hear criticism. There
are those who think that inspec-
tions, in their very essence, can-
not be effective at all. But let me
recall that that was the very foun-
dation of Resolution 1441, and that
inspections are producing results.
One may judge them inadequate,
but the results are there. Then
there are those who believe that
continuing the inspection process
is a kind of delaying tactic to
prevent or avert military interven-
tion. ‘That naturally raises a ques-
tion of how much time is allowed
Iraq. And this brings us to the
heart of the matter. What is at s-
take is our credibility and our
sense of responsibility. Let us
have the courage to see things as
they are. There are two options.
‘The option of war might seem*a
priori to be the swiftest, but let us

not forget that having won the
war, peace has to be built. Let us
not delude ourselves. This will be
long and difficult because it will
be necessary to preserve lraq's
unity and to restore stability in a
lasting way in a country and a re-
gion harshly affected by the intru-
sion of force.

Faced with that prospective,
there is an alternative —— inspec-
tions — which allow us to move
forward day by day with the ef-
fective and peaceful disarmament
of Iraq. In the end, is that choice
not the most sure and most rapid?
No one today can claim that the
path of war will be shorter than
the path of inspections. No one
can claim that it would lead to a
safer, more just, more stable wor-
Id, for war is always the sanction
of failure. Would this be our sole
recourse in the face of the many
challenges at this time?

So let us give the United Na-
tions inspectors the time they
need for their mission to succeed,
but also let us all be vigilant and
ask Mr. Blix and Mr. ElBaradei to
report regularly to the council.
France, for its part, would pro-
pose another meeting on 14 March
at the ministerial level to assess
the situation. We would then be
able to judge the progress made
and what remains to be done.

Given this context, the use of
force is not justified at this time.
There is an alternative to war:
Disarming Irag via inspections.
Moreover, premature recourse to
the military option would be
fraught with risks. The authority
of our action is based today on the
unity of the international commu-
nity. Premature military interven-
tion will bring this unity into
question, and that would detract
from its legitimacy and in the long
run, its effectiveness. Such inter-
vention could have incalculable
consequences for the stability of
this scarred and fragile region. It
would compound the sense of in-
justice, increase tension and risk
paving the way to other conflicts.

We all share the same priority:
Fighting terrorism mercilessly.
This fight requires total determi-
nation. Since the tragedy of
September 11, this has been one
of the highest priorities facing our
peoples. France has been struck
hard by this terrible scourge
several times, and it is wholly mo-
bilized in this fight which involves
all of us, which we must pursue
together. That was the sense of
the Security Council meeting held
on 20 January and France's initia-
tive.

‘T'en days ago, the U.S. secre

ary of State, Mr. Powell, re-
ported alleged links between al
Qaeda and the Baghdad regime.
Given the present state of our re-
search and intelligence in liaison
with our allies, nothing allows us
to establish such links. But we
must assess the impact that dis-
puted military action would have
on this level. Would such inter-
vention today not be liable to ex-
acerbate divisions between soci-
eties, cultures, peoples. divisions
that nurture terrorism?

All along, France has been say-
ing we do not exclude the possi-
bility that force may have to be
used one day. If the inspectors
reports concluded it was impossi-
ble to continue inspections, the
council would then have to take a
decision and its members would
have to meet all of their responsi-
bilities.

In such an eventuality, | just
want to recall now the questions |
stressed at our last debate on 4
February, which we must answer.
T'o what extent do the nature and
extent of the threat justify imme-
diate recourse to force? How do
we ensure that the considerable
risks of such intervention can ac-
tually be kept under control? In
any case, in such an eventuality,
it is the unity of the international
community that would ensure and
guarantee its effectiveness. It is
the United Nations that, whatever
happens, will still tomorrow be at
the center of the peace to be
built. T'o those who are an-
guished. wondering when and how
we are going to cede to war, |
would like to say that nothing at
any time in this council will be
done in haste, in misunderstand-
ing, out of suspicion or out of
fear.

In this temple of the United Na-
tions, we are the guardians of an
ideal, the guardians of a con-
science. The onerous responsibil-
ity and immense honor we have
must lead us to give priority to
disarmament through peace. This
message comes to you today from
an old country, France, from a
continent (inaudible) Europe that
has known war, occupation, bar-
barity. It is an old country that
does not forget and is very aware
of all it owes to freedom fighters
who came from America and else-
where. And yet France has al-
ways stood upright in the face of
history before mankind. Faithful
to its values, it wants resolutely
to act together with all members
of the international community.
France believes in our ability to
build together a better world.

‘Thank you, Mr. President.
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The Perpendicular Pronoun

by MAUREEN DOWD (NYT.
March 19, 2003)

WASHINGTON - Sometimes I
feel as if I've spent half my adult
life covering a President Bush as
he squares off against Saddam
Hussein, an evil dictator who in-
vades his neighbors and gasses his
own people.

But while on the surface this
seems like Groundhog War, the
father-and-son duels in the sun
with Saddam are breathtakingly
different. The philosophical gulf
between 41's gulf war and 43's qulf
war is profound and cataclysmic -
it has sent the whole world into a
frenzy - yet it can be summed up
in a single pronoun. "The big I," as
Bush senior calls it.

The first President Bush was of-
ten teased about his loopy syntax.
But it was a way of speaking that
signified the modesty and self-ef-
facement his mother had insisted
upon. He was so afraid to sound
arrogant if he used the first person
singular that he often just dropped
the subject of a sentence and went
straight to the verb. "Mother al-
ways lectured us - in a kinder,
gentler way - against using the big
I," Poppy Bush said. He is so shy
of 'T' that he has never written a
personal memoir.

Even though he came to politics
with a sparse resume compared
with his dad's stuffed one, the
cocky W. was always more com-
fortable with the first person per-
vendicular. When I asked him dur-
ing the 2000 campaign about why
he hadn't inherited his father's
phobia about the dreaded singular
pronoun, he laughed and self-dep-
recatingly replied, "That's the
difference between a Phi Beta
Kappa and a gentleman's C." Dur-
ing his war overture on Monday
night, W. was not afraid of the
first-person spotlight: "This danger
will be removed. . . . That duty

falls to me as commander in chief

by the oath I have sworn, by the
oath I will keep."

The whole approach of the
father, who had once served as [".
S. ambassador to the U.N. and
loved nothing more than to drag
world leaders out on his cigarette
boat and give them mal de mer,
was a clubby "we."” He and his sec-
retary of state, James Baker, had
a coalition of 90 countries for
Desert Storm, and they constantly
schmoozed world leaders and try-
ing to maintain international order.

The hawks of Bush II are not
afraid of disorder in the pursuit
of American dominance. They

ave no interest in any coalition -
except their own. They see the
international "we" as an impedi-
ment to jov - and to destiny.
The Bush doctrine is animated
by ‘the big " That self-re-
garding doctrine, concocted by
Bill Kristol, Paul Wolfowitz and
Richard Perle back when W. was
still merely a presidential gleam
in Karl Rove's eve, preaches
preventive pre-emptive preter—
natural pre-eminence.

The only holdover from the
first Bush administration’s land
of "us” is Colin Powell. When the
secretary of state was asked
whether the decision to go to war
reflected the pre-emptive Bush
doctrine, he recoiled, cryving, °
No, no, no." While the president
seemed to endorse Mr. Powell's
attempt at diplomacy, it's now
clear that he simultaneously a-
dopted Dick Cheney's plan for a
military buildup that was bound
to upend the diplomatic effort.

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported on Monday that even
though Mr. Cheney receded into
the backeround for months, he
was choreographing events like
Pluto, lord of the underground.
In his undisclosed locations, he
had dinner parties with anti-Sad-
dam intellectuals and reached
out to Iraqi dissidents and plot-
ted the war with his old pal
Rummy, letting Colin Powell
vainly spend his prestige at the
mealy-mouthed U.N. We'l never
know from the ultrasecretive
vice president whether he also
touched base with oil industry
types, since Halliburton and oth-
er big construction companies
that give to Republicans now s-
tand to make millions in contrac-
ts for reconstructing Iraq and re-
viving its oil industry. And so we
arrive  at  this  remarkable
moment, when a Bush who
saueaked into office with an or-
dinary guy’'s appeal, not knowing
very much at all about the globe
but promising a humble foreign
policy, has turned decades of
American foreign policy on its
head. Asked on "Meet the Press”
about the ire the president's ap-
proach has provoked around the
world, Mr. Cheney was dismis-
sive, proclaiming Mr. Bush to
be "Reaganesque.”

President Reagan always said
to aides, "You have to be hoth
revered and feared.” This crowd
has the fear part down cold.
They have a long way to go on
the other.
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D-Day by THOMAS L. FRIED-
MAN (NYT. March 19, 2003)

President Bush is fond of cowhoy
imagery, so here's an image that
comes to mind ahout our pending
war with Iraq. In most cowhoy
movies the good guys round up a
posse hefore they ride into town and
take on the black hats. We're doing
just the opposite. We're riding into
Baghdad pretty much alone and
hoping to round up a posse after we
get there. I hope we do, because it
may be the only way we can get out
with ourselves, and the town, in one
piece.

This  column  has  argued
throughout this debate that remov-
ing Saddam Hussein and helping
Iraq replace his regime with a de-
cent, accountable government that
can serve as a model in the Middle
East is worth doing not because
Iraq threatens us with its weapons,
but hecause we are threatened by a
collection of failing Arah-Muslim s-
tates, which churn out way too
many young people who feel humili-
ated, voiceless and left behind. We
have a real interest in partnering
with them for change. This column
has also argued, though, that such
a preventive war is so unpreceden-
ted and mammoth a task taking
over an entire country from a stand-
ing start and rebuilding it that it
had to be done with maximum U.N
legitimacy and with as many allies
as possible.

President Bush has failed to build
that framework before going to war.
Though the Bush team came to of-
fice with this Iraq project in mind, it
has pursued a narrow, ideological
and bullying foreign policy that has
alienated so many people that by the
time it wanted to rustle up a posse
for an Iraq war, too many nations
were suspicious of its motives. The
president says he went the extra
mile to find a diplomatic solution.
That is not true. On the eve of the
first gulf war, Secretary of State
James Baker met face to face in
Geneva with the Iraqi foreign minis-
ter a last-ditch peace effort that
left most of the world feeling it was
Iraq that refused to avoid war. This
time the whole world saw President
Bush make one trip, which didn't
quite make it across the Atlantic, to
sell the war to the only two allies we
had. This is not to excuse France,
let alone Saddam. France's role in
blocking a credible U.N. disarma-
ment program was shameful,

But here we are, going to war,
basically alone, in the face of oppo-
sition, not so much from "the Arah
Street,” but from ‘the World

<A B /X E+ 15 F (ed)

Street.” Evervone wishes it were
different, but it's too late ? which is
why this column will henceforth
focus on how to turn these lemons
into lemonade. Our children’s future
hinges on doing this right, even if
we got here wrong. The president's
view is that in the absence of 2 U,
N. endorsement, this war will he-
come ‘self-legitimating” when the
world sees most Iraqis greet 1J.S.
troops as liberators. [ think there is
a good chance that will play out.

But wars are fought for political
ends. Defeating Saddam is neces-
sary but not sufficient to achieve
those ends, which are a more pro-
gressive Iraq and a world with fewer
terrorists and terrorist suppliers
dedicated to destroying the U.S.,
so Americans will feel safer at home
and abroad. We cannot achieve the
latter without the former. Which
means we must bear any burden and
pay any price to make Iraq into the
sort of state that fair-minded people
across the world will see and sav: *
You did good. You lived up to
America's promise.” To maximize
our chances of doing that, we need
to patch things up with the world.
Because having more allied support
in rebuilding Iraq will increase the
odds that we do it right, and be-
cause if the breach that has heen
ovened between us and our tradi-
tional friends hardens into hostility,
we will find it much tougher to man-
age hoth Irag and all the other
threats down the road. That means
the Bush team needs an ‘attitude
lobotomy” it needs to get off its high
horse and start engaging people on
the World Street, listening to what's
bothering them, and also telling
them what's hothering us.

Some 35 vears ago Israel won a
war in Six Days. It saw its victory
as self-legitimating. Its neighbors
saw it otherwise, and Israel has
been trapped in the Seventh Day
ever since never quite able to
transform its dramatic victory into a
peace that would make Israelis feel
more secure. More than 50 vears
ago America won a war against Eu-
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ropean fascism, which it followed up
with a Marshall Plan and nation-
building, both a handout and a hand
up in a way that made Americans
welcome across the world. Today is
a D-Dayv for our generation. May
our leaders have the wisdom of their
predecessors from the Greatest
Generation.
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Battling the Fog of Finance
by JAMES GRANT
March 24, 2003)

(NYT.

War has enough to answer for
without being blamed for problems
not of its own making. Last week
the Federal Reserve excused itself
from venturing any forecast about
the United States economy pending
the abatement of "geopolitical un-
certainties. But it isn't the fog of
war that has shortened the vision of
our monetary policymakers. It's
rather the fog of finance, particular-
ly the long legacy of America's
greatest stock-market bubble. The
truth about the three-year decline
in stock prices and the hot-and-
cold-running economy is that they
have their roots in prosperity, not in
war.

The paradox is easily explained.
High stock prices invite capital in-
vestment. Ultrahigh stock prices in-
vite redundant capital investment.
Stock prices higher even than those
on the eve of the 1929 crash invite
titanically redundant capital invest-
ment. No wonder, then, that busi-
ness spending on new plant and
equipment has bheen so weak for so
long:  The skv-scraping stock
market of the late 1990's (which in-
deed commanded valuations higher
than those of 1929) induced enough
corporate spending to sate demand
and cause a recession. That reces-
sion, which began in March 2001, is
probably over by now (the official
cyclical timekeeper, the National
Bureau of Economic Research, con-
tinues to weigh the evidence). But
the recovery is heavy-footed and
faint-hearted. High energy prices
and stay-at-home travelers haven't
helped. Nor has worry about a new
terrorist attack. But the source of
America's persistent financial aches
and pains is something more basic:
the preceding mispricing of capital.
In the manic phase of the bull
market, capital was essentially free.
The frittering away of American
savings wasn't intentional. It hap-
pened inadvertently, through in-
vesting! in  telecommunications
equipment, semiconductor manufac-
turing plants, computer - servers,
power generators, office furniture,

Internet initiatives. etc. We in-
vested more than we should have in
fact, more than we had. We hor-
rowed to invest, from creditors hoth
domestic and foreign. And because
the law of supply and demand is
everything it's cracked up to be, the
bull market ended. More productive
capacity spurred higher output,
which led to more intense competi-
tion and no surprise to lower profit
margins. And those things led to
lower stock prices, which, in turn,
led to a crash in capital investment.
There was no new economy’ after
all. Now almost one-quarter of cor-
porate productive capacity is lying i-
dle. All too many job seekers find
themselves in the same predica-
ment.

The war is not to blame for this
sequence of events, which was set
in motion vears before 9/11. But the
cost of the war (and future wars,
pacifications and occupations) may
prove burdensome in ways that
Americans have been privileged not
to have to worry about. The United
States at the millennium is an his-
torical oddity, not only a great
power but also a great debtor. It
consumes much more than it pro-
duces. It imports much more than it

‘exports. And it owns much less of

foreign assets than foreigners do of
American assets ($2.3 trillion less,
as of the end of 2001). In 2009,
Americans imported about $500 bil-
lion more than they exported that
being the size of the current ac-
count deficit, a comprehensive mea-
sure of the net flow of goods and
services between the United States
and the rest of the world. It is use-
ful to think about this deficit in ter-
ms of the current defense budget: it
is 35 percent bigger. Most countries
would jump at the chance to get into
this kind of fix. But they can’t. And
if they did get into the habit of con-
suming more than they produce,
they would quickly have to earn
their way out by consuming less and
producing more. No such imperative
is vet felt in this country, however.
We conveniently finance our deficit
with dollars.

Up until now, the rest of the wor-
Id America's creditors has been
more than happy to exchange its
merchandise for our currency, a
currency they have coveted both as
a medium of exchange and a store of
value. So the dollars have made fast
round trips, from American con-
sumers to foreign producers and
back as investments in America.
The collapse of the American hub-
ble has spurred the Federal Reserve
to action. Since Jan. 3, 2001, it has
cut the interest rate it directly con-
trols, the federal funds rate, no
fewer than 12 times. And because
desperate debts and falling stock
prices conjure up the fear of a gen -
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ral decline in wages and prices, the
Fed has pledged radical additional
action. It has promised, if neces-
sary, to make dollars superabundant
in effect reducing their purchasing
power on purpose. In so many
words, it has promised that there
will not be no inflation.

In a Nov. 21 speech, Ben S.
Bernanke, a Federal Reserve Board
governor, tried rhetorical shock
therapy. Using a device called a
printing press,” he carefully ex-
plained, the government can ‘pro-
duce as many U.S. dollars as it
wishes at essentially no cost.” Many
central bankers have had the same
thought. Few have dared to sav it
out loud. Another who did, a month
after the Bernanke speech, was
none other than Alan Greenspan,
chairman of the Hederal Reserve
Board. If need be, said Mr.
Greenspan, the Fed could hammer
down long-term bhond vields just as
it has repeatedly cut short-term in-
terest rates. It did so, in fact, the
chairman reminded his audience,
hetween 1942 to 1951, vears of war,
price controls and national mobhiliza-
tion.

Unilateralism® in military affairs
may be necessary and expedient.
But the relationship of a debtor na-
tion to its creditors is necessarily
multilateral. This is especially true
in the case of a debtor that prints
the money with which to service its
debts. Now the debtor, putting the
needs of its own economy and finan-
cial system first, has promised to do
what, pre-bubble, few self-respect-
ing nations did: it has promised to
crank up price inflation just a little
bit. To reach this goal, the Fed is
running the printing presses, buying
Treasury securities with credit it
creates out of thin air.

The stock market has apparently
noticed. Buoved by war news and
easy money, it has strung together
eight days of gains, the most since
June 1997. But the bond market,
too, has noticed. Interest rates have
climbed, with the 10-vear Treasury
note now ahove 4 percent, up from a
low of 3.56 percent only a few davs
ago. Morteage rates have followed
suit, a shift that imperils the glo-
rious mortgage refinancing hoom.

The war didn't cause America's fi-
nancial and economic problems. But
it's not so far-fetched to speculate
that it may soon worsen them. Ris-
ing interest rates and a rising infla-
tion rate may soothe the anxieties,
and the consciences, of the gover-
nors of the Federal Reserve Bank.
It is unlikely, however, that they
will deepen the reservoir of confi-
dence among the legions of America’
s foreign creditors. (2A  James
Grant is editor of Grant's Interest
Rate Observer.)
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