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Dr. Hong Returns From
Two Missions

Kuhn Hong, M.D., a Lit-
tle Company radiologist,
travels to different countries
each year to help the needy
as a medical missionary.
This year, Dr. Hong went on
back-to-back missions in
May and June.

The first trip took him to
Mauritania in West Africa,
one of the poorest countries
in all of Africa. He worked
in a clinic run by the city of
Nouadhibou, treating more
than 600 patients in one
week. Many of his patients
suffered from gastroenteri-

ment, gave Ampicillin, and
changed the dressing every
day. The lucky boy had a

complete recovery after a

couple of weeks of intensive,
loving care.

Just days after his return
from Africa, Dr. Hong re-
ceived a frantic call from his
son, Joseph, who is in medi-
cal school at Nova South-
eastern University in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla. Joe, a
qualified EMT Technician
and a previous mission vol-
unteer, worked at Little
Company's Emergency
Department before going to
medical school. He and his
classmates organized a medi-
cal mission to India, but

found that the faculty mem-
ber who was to lead the mis-
sion could not go due to
scheduling conflicts. Joe
asked his father to recruit
any physician to go on the
mission and supervise the
team of students. Dr. Hong
discussed the request with
his associates and volun-
teered to go himself. He
made arrangements to have
associates take his calls. Dr.
Hong, four medical studen-
ts, one college student and

two seminary students went.

to Nagaland, India, on June
9, only nine days after re-
turning from Africa! Na-
galand is located in the
northeastern part of India, -

ARRDHS)> RBSO! Dr. 3t . AR ORA> ZE #X0iM SEZ0I 1

B 288.

ear the Himalayan Moun-
tains, and is inhabited with
primitive  tribes called

Naga.” The team worked in
the mountainside, where
there was no running water,
electricity or telephone ser-
vice available. They treated
more than 1,700 patients in
10 days of their medical clin—
ic.
At the end of the short trip
to India, all the medical stu-
dents committed to become
full-time medical missionar-
ies after graduating from
medical school. It was a nice
answer to Dr. Hong's prayer.
The students want to go on
another medical mission trip
in the next year, to continue
their interest. Dr. Hong
hopes to accompany them on
another of their missions.

We thank Dr. Hong, and
his fellow missionaries, for
being living examples of the
mission of the Hospital. <At
§¢8: ROUNDS, Evergreen
Park, IL, Little Company of
Mary Hospital, July 20,
2001, B:2 >
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tis, parasites, infectious
disease, anemia and
malnutrition. There is a
critical  shortage  of
water in this desert
country, which con-
tributed to poor hygiene
and all kinds of infec-
tion, including fungal
skin disease.

Dr. Hong was grateful
to bring medical supplies
donated by many organi-
zations, including King

International Benevolent
Fund, MAP Interna-
tional and International
Aid. He brought boxes
of used glasses, clothes
and toys as well. One of
the worst cases he saw
was a boy with a ne-
glected burn—a week-
old dressing covered the
infected skin. Dr. Hong
cleaned the wound, ap-
plied antibiotic oint-
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John Rawls, Theorist on Justice
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John Rawls, Theorist on
Justice, Is Dead at 82 (NYT
November 26, 2002) By
DOUGLAS MARTIN

John Rawls, the American political theorist
whose work gave new meaning and resonance to
the concepts of justice and liberalism, died on
Sunday at his home in Lexington, Mass. He
was 82. The cause was heart failure, his wife,
Margaret, said. She said he had been incapaci-
tated in varying degrees since suffering a stroke
in 199,

The publication of his book *A Theory of Jus-

tice' in 1071 was perceived as a watershed

moment in modern philosophy and came at'a -
time of furious national debate over the Vietnam
War and the fight for racial equalty. Not only
+ did it veer from the main current of niiomlu-
cal thought, which was then logic-and lmuisﬁc :

' analysls. it also stimulated a revival of atténtion .
4 tomotalnhlosoohy Dr. Rawls made 2 sophisti-
‘cated argument for  new concept of justice,

bas@donsmpleiawness i

Before Dr. Rl he concept of utitarian-
" ismy mpanml&aizsoc_tgty ought to work for .
 the greatest good of the greatest number of

veople, held sway as the standard for' social
justice. He wrote that this approach could ride
roughshod over the rights of minorities. More-
over, the liberty of an individual is of only se-
condary importance compared with the majority’
s interests. ‘His new theory began with two
principles. The first was that each individual
has 2 riglit to the most extensive basic liberty
compatible with the same liberty for others.
The second was that social and economic in-
equalities are just only to the extent that they
serve to promote the well-being of the least ad-
vantaged.

But how could people agree to structure a so-
ciety in accordance with these two principles?
Dr. Rawls's response was to revive the concept
of the social contract developed earlier by
thinkers like Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and
Jean Jacques Rousseau. For people to make the
necessary decisions to amrive at the social con-
tract, Dr. Rawls introduced the concept of a *
veil of ignorance. This meant that each person
must select rules to live by without knowing
whether he will be prosperous or destitute in
the society governed by the rules he chooses.
He called this the “original position.” -

An individual in the ‘original position’ will
choose the society in which the worst possible
position ?which, for all he knows, will be his %is
better than the worst possible position in any
other system. The result, Dr. Rawls argued,
was that the least fortunate would be best pro-
tected. The lowest rung of society would be
higher. Though inequalities would not be abol-
ished by favoring the neediest, they would be

minimized, he argued.

In later works, Dr. Rawls expanded his argu-
ments to suggest how a pluralistic society can
be just to all its members. His idea was that the
public could reason things out, provided com-
prehensive religious or philosophical doctrines
are avoided. Dr. Rawls, like Kant, whom he
revered, believed that as liberal democracies
capable of such reasonableness spread, wars
would be avoided. Damon Linker in National
Review in 2000 spoke for many conservative
critics when he called Mr. Rawls's formulation
hopelessly utopian, Mr. Rawls, he said, had "a
childlike innocence about the ways of the wor-
ld.”

The conservative philosopher Robert Nozick
likewise considered Dr. Rawls's argument egali-
tarian nonsense, but its impact is suggested by
the 5,000 books or articles that took up the dis-
cussion. Many who bought Dr. Rawls's book ?
which sold 200,000 copies, a huge number for an
academic work ?were dazzled by his intellectual
dexterity and moral clarity. Ben Rogers wrote in
1999 in The New Statesman that ‘Rawls has
been recognized as the most important English-
speaking philosopher of his generation.” Mr.
Rogers went on to say that Dr. Rawls 'through
a mixture of bold thought experiment, concep-
tual rigor and historical imagination, more or
less invented analytic political thought.'

* John. Bordley Rawls was bon the second of
five sons in Baltimore on Feb. 21, 1921. His

father, William Lee Rawls, did not attend. law .
school but through a clerkship at'a law firm -

Ieamedenouzhmbemmeﬁhwyerandm

cases before the Supreme Court, His mothers :

advocacy of voting rights for women; among

- other issues, greatly influeaced his own political
and moral development. He loved farily vaca-

honshmmemdwwtdnwbnssaﬁuﬁm
in a leaky boat. lﬁsloveoﬂheoutdoomm

* [ater expressed in mouatain climbing, He gradu-
‘ated from the Kent School in Connecticut and

from Princeton University, and planned to be-
come a minister. But after serving as a combat
infantryman in the South Pacific in World War
11, he gave up his aspiration without explaining
why, his wife said. He returned to Princeton
and eamed a doctorate in philosophy, a decision
he always explained by joking that he was not
good enough in music or math. His interest in
developing a theory of justice began in graduate
school.

He taught at Oxford, Cornell and the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology before set-
tling at Harvard, where his final position was
James Brvant Comant university professor
emeritus. His books included ‘Political Liberal-
ism' (Columbia, 1993): Collected Papers
(Harvard, 19%9): ‘The Law of Peoples: with,

The Idea of Public Reason Revisited' (Harvard, .

1999) and “Justice as Fairness, a Restatement’
(Harvard, 2001). A modest, tweedy man, he
turned down hundreds of honorary degrees, and
accepted them only from universities with

" which he was associated (Oxford, Princeton,

Harvard). In 1999, he won 2 National Humani-
ties Medal, with the citation noting his success
in helping women enter the ranks of 2 male-
dominated field. In addition to his wife, Dr.
Rawls is survived by his brother William Stow
Rawls of Philadelphia: his daughters, Ann
Warfield Rawls of Beverly Hills, Mich., and El-
izabeth Fox Rawls of Cambridge, Mass.: his
sons, Robert Lee, of Woodinville, Wash., and
Alexander Emory, of Palo Alto, Calif.: and four
grandchildren.

Dr. Rawls's concern for justice and individual
happiness is seen in a story from Harvard.
When 2 candidate was defending his disserta-
tion, Dr. Rawls noticed the sun shining in his
eyes. He positioned himself between the candi-
date and the sunlight for the rest of the session.

A4g7ele] £
Bringing Logic to Bear
on Liberal Dogma (NYT
December 1, 2002)
By MICHAEL M. WEIN-
STEIN

THE most influential political philosopher of his
generation died last week. But Prof. John
Rawls of Harvard, who was 82, was decidedly
not 2 man of the current era. At least not in the
United States. In Britain and Canada, where
the nature of liberalism still fascinates, newspa-

pers last week ran endiess analyses of his

legacy.

brincigles for the postwar welfare state, provid-
ing intellectual spine o liberals seeking tough-

minded defense of their instinct to take from the
" rich and give to the poor. Professor Rawls's goal

was fo prove that the case for redistribution of
wealth flowed from rational discourse, not slop-
py moralizing or ideological froth. As President
Bill Clinton said in awarding him a 1999 National
Medal of Arts, “Almost single-handedly John
Rawls revived the disciplines of political and

ethical philosophy with his argument that a so-

ciety in which the most fortunate help the least
fortunate is not only a moral society but a logi-
cal one." Yet many of the scholars, including e-
conomists, who embraced Professor Rawls's vi-
sion of a just society found flaws in the a-
nalysis. His writing won their hearts if not their
heads.

Professor Rawls offered two principles for a
just society, as outlined in his 1971 book, ‘A
Theory of Justice.” First, each person should
enjoy equally a full array of basic liberties. Se-
cond, public policy should raise as high as pos-
sible the social and economic well-being of soci-
ety's worst-off individuals,

This second principle rules out mindless egali-

tarianism - policies that, in the name of the

poor, drive down living standards across the
board. Rawlsian principles could, for example,

embrace a conservative policy, say a cut in tax- -

es on capital gains income, if it could be shown
that the cut would add some amount to the in-
comes of the poor. Professor Rawls sought to
show that the principle flowed from rational de-
duction rather than personal taste. To do that,
he asked what social contract would emerge by
consensus from a group of people not already
blinded by accidents of birth and other arbitrary
advantages and disadvantages. So he imagined
people gathered behind 'a veil of ignorance,’ un-

aware of whether they were rich or poor, talen-

ted or inept. What kind of society would they
build? He argued that the rule everyone could

Starting in the 1950s, Mr. Rawls set down. .

agree on would be to maximize the well-being of
the worst-off person - partly out of fear that
anyone could wind up at the bottom. But critics
pointed out that rational people might not be-
have that way: rather than avert risk, people
might instead gamble by calling for society to
maximize the income of the richest. Gambling
may seem unattractive, but it is not irrational.

Despite the critics, Professor Rawls's ideas
have flowered. Thousands of books and articles
have injected his brand of liberalism into popu-
lar discourse. He won, then, by losing.

Bl v e 2

Making Philosophy Matter
to Politics (NYT December
2, 2002) By MARTHA NUSS-
BAUM

CHICAGO

John Rawls, who died last week at the age of
82, was the most distinguished political
philosopher of the 20th century, His is not a
household name, in part because he disliked
publicity. Yet, to a great degree, it is thanks to
John Rawls that philosophy has continued to
animate politics. He enters philosophy’s history
alongside Locke, Mill, Henry Sidgwick and
Kant. One of his characteristically generous
contributions was to insist on the enduring sig-
nificance of the writings of these historical fig-
ures: he constantly taught them in preference to
his own.

When Mr. Rawls began hlS career, these fig-
ures and their themes - social justice, free
speech, ‘respect for human equality; religious
pluralism - were neglected in philosophy. Logi-
cal positivism' had convinced people that there

were only two things that it made sense to do:
" empirical research and conceptual apalysis. S~
cience did the first, nhilosophythesecond. So
“moral and political philosophy became the a-

nalysis of moral and political concepts and how
" language conveyed them.

Mr. Rawls, however, insisted on the impor-
tance of asking the big normative questions like,
What makes a society just? He used a method
of justification that he associated with
Socrates, Aristotle and Sidgwick. He argued
that, as we set out our ethical convictions, we
try to identify those that are deepest and most
reliable. (His example is the belief that slavery
is wrong.) We then examine these convictions
using the ethical theories known to us, seeking
consistency and fit in our judgments taken as a
whole. Judgments sometimes yield to a convine-
ing theory: and theories often undergo revision
or rejection in the light of judgments that they

. fail to fit.

Mr. Rawls believed that his own writings sup-
plied only one of the theories we should consid-
er in such 2 process. But he also believed he
could show that his theory was superior to some
other theories that had held sway: for example,
utilitarianism, understood as the pursuit of the
greatest good for the greatest number. This
theory, he argued, does too fittle to respond to
our conviction that each person’s life is in cer-
tain ways inviolable. (Utilitarianism cannot rule
out slavery as being unjust, only for being inef-
ficient.)

Beginning from this idea about each person’s

inviolability, Mr. Rawls invented the famous

thought experiment called the “original position,”
which represents people choosing principles of
justice for the society in which they will live. In
the experiment, these people know that they

“have interests and plans, but they are behind a *

Feil of gnorance,” not permitted to know their
class, race, sex, religion or the precise content
of their plans of life.

Mr. Rawls argues that, under these condi-
tions, they will give priority to a group of tradi-
tional religious and political liberties on a basis
of equality for all citizens. In the economic
sphere they will permit inequalities, but only
when those raise the position of the least well
off. "Purity of heart, if one could attain it,
would be to see clearly and to act with grace
and self-command from this point of view," says
the last sentence of A Theory of Justice,” pub-
lished in 1971.

These famous arguments underwent some re-
vision over time. Mr. Rawls focused increas-
ingly on the issue of religious pluralism,
redesigning the theory to show that it could
offer principles that all the major religions, and
nonreligious people, could accept as a basis for
life together in a pluralistic society. Although
he seemed to lose interest in defending his e-
conomic principles against the criticism they in-
creasingly received - as the Great Society
vielded to a few era in which these principles
seemed increasingly radical - he did insist that
the American system of campaign financing was
distorting the right to vote.

Another change was Mr. Rawls's growing in-
terest in justice for women. Unlike some of his
vounger colleagues - Robert Nozick, for exam-
ple, who also died this year, 2 man of con-
stantly surprising perceptions - Mr. Rawls had,
at first, little sense of the goals for which femi-
nists were striving. But- he understood that
many of the proposed changes were just, and he
worked constantly to mtegrate a concem for
women's equality into I!&mrk

Although he never. qgeshoned the natural-

ness, in some sense, of the tmdahoqaﬂydm
family, heddmuchtalespondtofemmfeﬁh-_
cisms, acknowledging that families as‘“vil" oW
 them are often unjust to women. In bs rtings
 on international justice, . he repeatedly ulier-' Py
“liied the importance ofwomens equal omﬁﬁ_

nity as a key to global justice.

8

Joha Raws has sometimes been pomayed .

2 kind of natural saint, who effortlessly put oth-
ers first. | believe the reality was more compli-
cated and more admirable than that: he bad a
keen sense of the emotions that make for injus-
tice, vet waged a constant struggle for justice. |
recall a conversation with him about Wagner's
Tristan," when | was 2 young faculty member. [
made some Nietzschean jibes about the other-
worldliness of Wagnerian passion and how silly
it all was. Mr. Rawls, with sudden intensity,
said to me that [ must not make a joke about
this. Wagner was absolutely wonderful and
therefore extremely dangerous. You had to see
the danger, he said, to comprehend how bad it
would be to be seduced by that picture of life,
with no vision of the general good.

America has increasingly moved away from
John Rawls. Inequalities have grown, and the
electorate seems largely indifferent to them,
But our own greed and partiality can hardly di-
minish the virtues of his distinguished work.
Perhaps we can regard the occasion of his death
as a challenge to look into ourselves and identify
the roots of those selfish passions that eclipse,
so much of the time, the vision of the general
good. Purity of heart would be to see clearly
what has blocked that vision and to act with
grace and self-command toward the general
good. <Martha Nussbaum is a professor of
philosophy at the University of Chicago. >
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The New Face of South
Korea (NYT AKd December
21, 2002)

There is no denying the
challenge that the election of
Roh Moo Hyun as South
Korea's next president poses
for Washington. While the
Bush administration is press-
ing its allies to use economic
sanctions to induce North
Korea to abandon its nuclear
weapons and long-range mis-
sile programs, Mr. Roh fa-
vors engagement with Py-
ongyang and more policy in-
dependence from Washing-
ton. Yet if both the United
States and South Korea pro-
ceed sensibly, they should
be able to work together
toward a peaceful resolution
of the North Korean prob-
lem. Neither country can
achieve what it seeks from
the North without reinforc-
ing the other's policies.

It shouldn't be surprising
that South Korean voters
want to avoid military con-
flict with the North. Even
without nuclear weapons and
long-range missiles, North
Korean artillery could flatten
South Korea's cities, devas-
tate its economy and kill
large numbers of its citizens.
Yet Washington cannot s-
tand by while North Korea
builds unconventional
weapons that menace Japan
and may eventually pose a
danger to the United States
itself. The only practical an-
swer is coordinated diplo-
macy that forces Pyongyang
to choose between the in-
centives of engagement and
the threat of economic pun-
ishment.

North Korea was the most
visible issue in the cam-

paign, but not the only one.
Mr. Roh was the candidate
backed by Seoul's outgoing
president, Kim Dae Jung.
Like Mr. Kim, he has a
proud history of supporting
student and labor opponents
of Seoul's former authoritari-
an military governments.
Mr. Kim's popularity has
suffered from corruption s-
candals and North Korea's
failure to respond construc-
tively to his offers of recon-
ciliation. But the election re-
sults show, encouragingly,
that Mr. Kim's basic goals of
expanding democracy and
reaching out to the North
enjoy continued support, es—
pecially among an affluent
younger generation.
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Two Countries, One Anxi-
ety (NYT December 22,
2002) By DAVE KANG

HANOVER,,. N:H.: . =
There has long been anti-
Americanism on the Korean
Peninsula, and the extent of
it has long been exaggerated.
Roh Moo Hyun, who favors
greater autonomy from the
United States, was elected
president of South Korea
last week amid news of
North Korea's continued de-
fiance of its nuclear accord
with the United States.
Events on both sides of the
demilitarized zone, however,
have been misunderstood.

North Korea's behavior is
not unpredictable, and the

@"’h‘rﬁ ?&J 7&

Roh was not
simply an outbreak of emo-

lection of Mr.

tional anti-Americanism.
Both countries have deep
concerns about United S-
tates policy toward the
peninsula. It would be a mis—
take to dismiss South Korea'
s increasingly tense relations
with the United States as
ephemeral, or the North's
recent belligerence as irra-
tional. Koreans in both the
North and South are con-
cerned about an erratic
United States policy that
veers between neglect and
overattention - and that for
the last two years has lacked
an overarching vision.

The unraveling of the 1994
accord between North Korea
and the United States over
the North's nuclear weapons
was unsurprising.  Both
countries mistrust each oth-
er and are always seeking to
confirm their prejudices. Yet
the past eight years have
seen many positive develop-
ments in North Korean be-
havior: increasing economic
ties to other Asian coun-
tries, for example, and
cooperation with the South
to clear part of the demilita-
rized zone of land mines for
a railroad.

But the North has clearly
and consistently maintained
that it will proceed with re-
form cautiously and at its
own pace — and just as im-
portant, it has stressed that
it will meet pressure with
pressure. When the United
States expects it to simply
accede to demands that it s-
top developing its nuclear
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So the United States, hav-
ing chosen to pursue a hard-
line policy with the North,
has much the same choice as
it did in 1994: it can continue
to escalate the pressure and
hope that a weaker economy
will break the North, or it
can find some way to negoti-
ate. Complaints about North
Korea's "irrationality” entirely
miss the point. The Bush
administration has done well
to avoid overreaction to the
North's renewed nuclear
threat. But after two years
the administration has yet to
articulate’ a2 coherent policy
toward the peninsula - North
or South. This has led to a
situation in which both
North and South Korea wor-
ry about American policy.

Viewed in this context,
the outcome of the South
Korean election is under-
standable. South Korea has
historically been one of the
strongest allies of the United
States. It is naive to dismiss
its concerns as emotional.
Certainly American troops s-
tationed in South Korea can
cause tension, and there was
a strain of anti-Americanism
in the recent protest of some
300,000 South Koreans over
the acquittal (in an Ameri-
can court martial) of two
soldiers accused of acciden—
tally crushing two Korean
girls to death while on an ar-
mored patrol.

But South Korea's con-
cerns are rooted in a much
deeper apprehensions. In
large part, the South Korean
election came down to a ref-
erendum on South Korea's s—
tance toward North Korea
and the United States.
Voters resoundingly chose
the moderate Mr. Roh, who
favors continued engagement
with the North, over Lee
Hoi Chang, whose stance
toward North Korea - sus-
pending assistance until it
cooperates on issues like
arms control — more closely
reflected Americas. In
electing Mr. Roh, voters
voiced their displeasure with
the Bush administration’s in-
flexible stance.

Their shared frustration
with America may have the
effect of driving North and

outh Korea closer. These
concerns are likely to grow,
especially as democratic B
olitics in South Korea ma-
tures. As voters increasingly
demand more openness with
the North, South Korea's
elected officials are likely to
show relatively less defer-
ence to American policy.

For America the implica-
tions of these changes in
Korean attitudes are clear.
Washington must create a
comprehensive strategy for
resolving the nuclear issue
with the North in such a way
that responds to North
Korea's desire for security
guarantees and full normal-
ization with the United S-
tates. The United States
cannot just hope that North
Korea goes away - nor
should it risk escalating ten-
sions and creating a geopolit-
ical crisis, like the recent
controversy over North
Korea's missile shipments to
Yemen. To have any hope of
resolving the tensions on the
Korean  Peninsula, the
United States must pay more
attention to the needs and
goals of both countries. In
recent years South Korea
has made major strides in e-
conomic and diplomatic rela-
tions with the North, only to
see those gains jeopardized
in the last year by clumsy
American diplomacy toward
North Korea.

United States troops have
been in Korea for more than
50 years, and most Koreans
have complicated feelings
about America. Some of
them are anti-American, to
be sure, but many are grate-
ful. Right now, however,
the prevailing mood is anxi-
ety - not about North Korea
starting a war, but about
American policies eroding
the slow gains both Koreas
have made in the last decade
in their relations with each
other. A more carefully en-
gaged America would help
alleviate tensions in North-
east Asia rather than con-
tribute to them. <Dave
Kang, associate professor of
government at Dartmouth
College, is author of “'Crony
Capitalism: Corruption and
Development in South Korea
and the Philippines.”>
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Isolation, Not Engage-
ment (NYT December 29,
2002) By VICTOR D. CHA
WASHINGTON - While
the United States prepares
its military for a war in Iraq,
North Korea has precipitated
an equally serious crisis by
the unceremonious restarting
of its nuclear facilities at
Yongbyon. These efforts
have created a sense of ur-
gency on the peninsula remi-
niscent of June 1994. To
avert this crisis eight years
ago, the United States and
North Korea signed a non-
proliferation accord known
as the Agreed Framework.
In doing so, they created a
broad-based, moderate con-
sensus that engagement with
North Korea was effective.
By refusing to negotiate
directly with the North after
it was found to be in non-
compliance with this accord,
the Bush administration has
rightly fractured this con-
sensus. At the same time, it
has shown a willingness, sig—
naled in the last few days, to
support measures to deal
with the North through the
United Nations. Thus Presi-
dent Bush has left open the
possibility of allowing North
Korea a way out of this
crisis without condoning its
conduct. The engagement
policy the United States fol-
lowed in 1994 would be inef-
fective and unfeasible today.
Indeed, if the North does not
come clean, the true
moderate’ position for both
Washington and Seoul is iso-
lation and containment.
Engagement’s proponents
argue that the North's tam-
pering with the Yongbyon
nuclear facilities last week -
including the unsealing of
buildings, disabling of moni-

toring cameras and demand-
ing the removal of interna-
tional inspectors - is a
cleverly disguised attempt to
create a crisis and thus co-
erce a reluctant Bush admin-
istration into negotiations.
Maybe so. But even if such
talks could result in a more
comprehensive nonprolifera-
tion agreement to replace the
Agreed Framework, there is
little evidence to believe that
Pyongyang could be trusted
to comply with it. Given the
revelations in October of
another  secret  nuclear
weapons program, the credi-
bility of North Korean leader
Kim Jong Il in Washington is
less than zero.

There is no denying that
palpable anti-American sen—
timent exists in South
Korea. The election of left-
leaning Roh Moo Hyun over
a conservative, "pro-Ameri-
can’ candidate for president
is evidence of a perverse do-
mestic dynamic in Seoul in
which bad actions by North
Korea are seen to be the
fault of the "hardline’ policy
of the United States. Yet
the North's illicit nuclear ac-
tivities started before the
Bush administration took of-
fice (as did the waning of in-

ter-Korean economic en-
gagement).
Moreover, what is deni-

grated in Seoul as inflexibil-
ity on the part of the United
States is in fact surprisingly
measured. In response to
North Korean provocations,
the Bush administration has
maintained that it will not be
blackmailed into negotia-
tions, but that it also seeks a
peaceful solution to the
crisis and has no plans to in-
vade the North. In this re-
gard, North Korea's contin-
ued bad behavior plays right
into the Bush administration’
s plans: It reaffirms its policy
of isolation and containment.
Nowhere was this more evi-

dent than in last week's
public statement of Mr.
Roh, the South Korean

president-elect, virtually
pleading with Pyongyang to
moderate its behavior lest it
undercut any credible argu-
ment for engagement.

Some argue that greater
United States engagement B

ith the North is a useful in-
terim measure to stem anti-
Americanism in Seoul and
save the alliance with South
Korea. But this view is
short-sighted. If North
Korean nuclear brinkman-
ship continues unabated,
South Koreans should real-
ize that the threat of war on
the peninsula emanates not
from Washington's ambiva-
lence but from Pyongyang's
truculence. Crises should
cause alliances to come to-
gether, not split apart. If
South Koreans do not realize
this, then there is no alliance
left to save. As in 1994,
going to war to deal with the
North Korean nuclear prob-
lem is not an option. If Mr.
“im chooses not to make
unilateral efforts at resolving
international concerns about
his nuclear weapons pro-
grams, then the only alter-
native is isolation and con-
tainment of the regime.

But won't such a strategy
cause Mr. Kim to lash out?
Such concerns were justifi-
ably voiced in the crisis eight
vears ago. But the North
Korea of 2002 is very differ-
ent from the North Korea of
1994, Since 1994, North
Korea has won diplomatic
ties with the European
Union, economic ties with
South Korea, a potential
normalization settlement
with Japan and international
food aid. If faced with the
choice of complying with its
nonproliferation commitmen-
ts or facing total isolation,
the regime's decision will be
complicated by one simple
fact: It now has much more
to lose than it did in 1994.

Different times require
different thinking. In 1994,
engagement was the level-
headed consensus policy op-
tion, as any other alternative
would have led prematurely
to war. Today, engagement
is not credible (nor, for that
matter is preemption). If
Mr. Kim chooses not to
cooperate, the only true ”
moderate” option is isolation.
<Victor D. Cha is a profes-
sor at the School of Foreign
Service at  Georgetown
University>
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The Authority of the Bible

BT R 699¢), Fuller Theological Seminary)

Introduction

We, believers, acknowl-
edge that the Scriptures are
authoritative as the Word of
God. on the other hand, the
biblical text was written by a
human being to other human
beings(s). Thus it has a
particular historical cultural
setting, which inevitably en-
tails the diversity among the
entire biblical texts. Now we
have the ambiguity between
the bible as the timeless diy-
ine revelation and the Serip-
tures as the human writings
with own historical, social
and cultural contexts. If we
disregard the historicity of
the bible, we might have a "
docetic Bible" [BEE #11: on
the other hand, if we ignore
the biblical aspect of divine
revelation, we might reduce
the bible into merely cultural
products. Thus we need to
find a way to deal with this
seeming contradiction of the
two aspects of the bible, We
will begin with the consid-
eration of the nature of the
authority of the Bible and its
historical and cultural par-
ticularity. Then we will dis-
cuss how to relate the two
contradictory aspects of the
Bible.

) The nature of the
Authority of the Bible

Our confession that the
Bible is authoritative as the
written divine revelation is
contingent upon our faith in
God, and in Christ as "the
focus and locus of God's
revelation” [#2], and upon
our Church's recognition of
the authority of the Bible,
Naturally our faith in God
demands us to consider the
divine  revelation  which
chronologically precedes the
written Scriptures. As all of
us know well, God had
revealed Himself to His peo-
ple, before Moses began to
write the Secripture. In due
course, (God appeared to

Moses in the burning bush
(Ex 3:2). God became more
intimate through revealing
His name Yahweh (Ex 33:19-
34: 6), making a new cove-
nant, and helping to make
the Exodus from the Egypti-
an bondage. From his own
perspective, Moses looked
back to Abraham, Isaac, Ja-
cob, and even to Adam and
Eve. Out of his retrospec-
tion, the Scripture as well as
the doctrine of Creation
came into being,

We can say the basically
same thing for the New Tes-
tament. Although Paul did
not have the direct access to
the historical Jesus, he had
his own encounter with the
Risen Christ on the road to
Damascus (Acts 9:1-9). On
the other hand, Paul had the
oral traditions about the eye-
witness accounts of Jesus'
teachings and acts, as well
as about his resurrection; on
the other hand, he had
direct revelation from the
Risen Lord. Based on both
sources, Paul wrote the so
called Pauline Epistles. Also
the writers of the Gospel had
had either oral or written
traditions based on the eye-
witness stories about Jesus
as God's full revelation (John
1:14), before setting out to
inscribe the individual
gospels according to their
own names. Thus either in
the Old or New Testament,
there had been the previous
divine revelations, before the
Scriptures  were  written
down. Therefore we confess
that the Bible is authorita-
tive as the written Word

of God, because we believe
that is based on the divine
revelations, although the hu-
man factors were inevitable
involved in its actual process
of inscripturation.

When we talk about the
authority of the Secripture,
at least we imply two dimen-
sions; the camon and the
text. Whether each text was

to be included in the canon
or not was a matter of the
human consensus, and we
know there were, in fact,
not a little controversy n the
course of canonizing pro-
cess. But we believe God's

providence influenced to
produce the outcome of the
canonization. Thus while, in
thetime of Jesus and the
New Testament writers, the
Scriptures meant the He-
brew bible or the Septu-
agint, the New Testament
canon came to emerge as the
product of the early church,
The canon consists of the
particular texts. Therefore
there are both particularity
and diversity among the tex-
ts in the canon, because
every text in the Bible was
produced in its unique his-
torical and cultural context,
We will discuss biblical par-
ticularity and diversity in the
next section more fully, but
one thing needs to be said
here; the cultural condition
of each text does not neces-
sarily contradict its divine
authority, since God has
chosen to reveal himself
through a particular histori-
cal and cultural context,
and 'in the weakness and
limitation of human words"
(#3]. It is true that to pre-
serve harmony between the
Scripture from above and
that from below has been a
big  problem  throughout
church history. The Secrip-
ture from above stresses the
divine inspiration in the in-
scripturation,  while  the
Scripture from below the
human authorship, It is
needless to say that our view
of Scripture should be
formed both from above and
from below simultaneously.

[FI28] FASICID FBEus olsol QoM Jde» #em
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Through its diversity, the
bible is able to possess rel-
evance to diverse situations,
As long as the locus of
authority is in the biblical
texts themselves included in
the category of the canon,
we need to consider the par-
ticularity and the diversity of
the Bible seriously. Since

- God-reaches to us through

the written Word in the tex-
ts, the particularity and the
diversity of the texts are the
very way which God has
chosen to reveal himself,
therefore biblical authority is
not diminished by its histori-
cal particularity as well as its
diversity.

When we talk about the

authority of the bible, it is
important to differentiate bhi-
blical inerrancy from biblical
authority. the authors of the
bible are not obsessed with
the notion that their biblical
account should be accurate
in every detail. They are
content with a moderate ley—
el of accuracy, as long as
their accounts lead us to the
knowledge of God, because
the purpose of the Seripture
is to give us the knowledge
of God, producing our faith
and obedience. Also there
can be the possibility of the
human lapse of memory or
other human weakness in the
process of inscripturation,
For example, Mark quotes
from the Old Testament a s-
tory about David who enters
the house of God and eats
the bread of the presence,

Mark tells that Abiathar Is

the high priest (Mk 2:25-26),
but in fact the Qld Testa-
ment mentions only
Ahimelech as the priest not
Abiathar (1 Sam 21:1-6). In
spite of this minor discrep-
ancy, the authority of Mark

s not affected, because
Mark's purpose is not to give
the exact details of the s-
tory, but to emphasize Jesus'
teaching that human need is
prior to the law. If we
believe in the deity of Christ
in spite of his humanity, and
if we still believe, even in
the face of evil and ifjustice
in the world, that God is ‘all-
powerful and all-good’, and if
we still regard that' Church
as the body of Christ in spite
of various problems within
and without. the Church,
then likewise we can uphold
biblical authority in spite of
some weakness such as
scriptural incongruities,
Another issue we need to
consider is that the Serip-
ture is "God-breathed" (2
Timothy 3.16=7). The
Church confesses the inspi-
ration of Scripture, because
it experiences the power and
truth of the Spirit of God
through the Bible., While the
inspiration of Scripture is a
kind of mystery, one thing is
clear: it is not the dictation
in the mechanical sense, It
means that the Seripture is
given by God through the
work of the Holy Spirit,

IDThe historical, social,
and cultural settings of
the New Testament

When we talk about bibli-
cal authority, its authority is
to be found in the contents
of each text. Fundamentally
the meaning of the text is
what the author intends to
express.

Thus the original meaning
of the text is conditioned by
the particular historical-cul-
tural setting of the author,
which is the context of the
text. ;

<1830 A= >
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Therefore we are required
to engage in the historical-
critical method of interpreta-
tion, or "historical-contextu-
ral interpretation” [#4]. It is
true that this method has
been exposed to various cri-
tiques, both from the right
and the left. Nonetheless

most of them acknowledge

the necessity of the histori-
cal-critical method, as long
as we avoid too narrow appli-
cation of it, which usually
results in its departure from
interpreting the scriptures
within the theological context
of the believing community.
Dr. Scholer suggests that
the appropriate historical-
contextual exegesis should
seek to find the meaning of
any Dbiblical text within
several contexts as follows [#
5].

(D its lexical and gram-
matical characteristics in the
original language;

(2) its immediate meaning
in the paragraph;

(3 its literary structure
or ‘flow and its literary
genre;

(4) its significance in the
author's life and writings, if
possible;

(5) its place within its cul-
tural environments, especial-
ly the ancient Near East
culture, Judaism and Greco-
Roman society; and

(6) its relations to the his-
tories of Israel and the early
Church.

In relation to item 3, I
would like to add one more;
that is to consider the influ-
ence on the biblical texts of
the contemporary literature
of the same or similar gen-
res. Also, -besides the
author's context in item 4, it
may be -useful to take into

* aceount the contexts® of the -
prespective  recipient§, + at ¢

least, in the case of the epis-
tles. Especially item 8-and 5
make it clear that thé”sound
historical approach always
include relevant literary and
sociological analysis, unless
both literary and sociological
explorations more away from
the text and its historical
setting, becoming a histori~
cal,

The “coercion of the text’,
according to Bravard Childs,
expresses the conviction that
our proper biblical interpre-
tation should be "coerced” by
the original historical, social
and cultural meaning of the
text, although it is impossible
to interpret the text in a
purely objective sense, be-
cause in their interpretation
of the texts, the interpreters
themselves are also condi-
tioned by their historical and
cultural situations. There-
fore we need to take all the
more seriously the "coercion
of the text” [#6] in order to
prevent th subjectivity of in-
terpreters, while we engage
in the ongoing task of exege-
sis of biblical texts.

We have already seen that
the particularity and the
diversity of the texts are two
sides of the same coin. While
the particularity of the texts
inevitably entails the diver-
sity among the biblical texts,
the so-called 'left' tends to
regard diversity as contradic-
tion, the bible are ne-
glected, openly as the left or
subtly in the right. "The
reality of the Bible should be
likened to a patchwork quilt
of many colors and individu-
ally patterned squares that
displays its total beautiful
unity by its very diversity” [#
7]. Any facile harmonization
disregards the fact that the
diversity is the way God has
chosen to make it one of the
glorious aspects of the Bible,
But in order to appropriate
the biblical diversity, we
need to find a central stan-

.dard for the interpretation,

which is fit both to the his-

orical uniqueness - of each

text, and to the pluralism in

the canon. It is beyond ques- .

tion that,.in principle, Jesus

-as God'sromplete revelation
"and the"New Testament as.
‘the fulfilment of+the Old
“Testament should be the

- prime ‘interpretive -center. -

but, in the actual interpreta-
tion, the diversity of the bi-
ble has to be approached by
the "canonical interpretation”
(#8] with its implied the-
ology. In this way, the
canonical interpretation deal-
ing with the diversity com-
plements the historif:al-criti—

A

P

cal interpretation which fo-
cuses on the particularity.
Also the Church's tradi-
tions and the confessions of
faith of our believing commu-
nities may supply us with im-
portant guidelines in our exe-
gesis, as long as we do not
allow them to prevail over
the "coercion of the text’. We
have discussed how to ap-
proach the biblical particu-
larity and diversity. Closely
related to them and to the bi-
blical interpretation is how to
differentiate  the  divine
revelation as the absolute
theological and normative
truths from the relative his-
torical and cultural elements
in the bible, because the bi-
ble is neither a docetic bible,
nor merely human documen-
ts. Here Dr. Scholer also
suggests useful guidelines to
distinguish the former from
the latter [#9]. 1 to distin-
guish the central core of the
Gospel from the peripheral
material [contrast the holy
kiss and the resurrection of
Jesusl: 2) to determine the
relative amount of emphasis
(compare the relative fre-
quency of references to foot-
washing and to baptism): 3)
to distinguish between nor-
mative teachings and de-
scriptive narratives (compare
Lk 12:33 and 19:8-9, 1 Cor 14:
34 and 11:5): 4) to distinguish
between the consistent wit-
nesses and the different em-
phases (Jesus' lordship and
deity, love, homosexuality~
women as teachers, retention
of one's material wealth); 5)
to distinguish between prin-
ciples and applications (cf. 1
Cor 11:2-16, 1 Peter 2:18-21,
1 Tim 2:11-15): 6) to deter-

mine the reversed principles.

(Mt - 10:5-6 and 28:16-20:1
Tin-2:13-14/ 1 Cor.14:34 and

‘within the New Testament’

tive particularity seems to be
related to the issue of cultur-
al difference, the timeless
revelation can be distin-
guished by means of ascer-
taining the intention,
whether it is God's, or the
Lord's. for example, Paul re-
garded circumcision as a
relative obligation, while the
ordinary Jews thought that
God ordered the Israelites to
be circumcised as an abso-
lute injunction. There was a
fundamental difference in
understanding the divine in-
tention between Paul and the
other Jews. The sabbath
controversy (Mt. 12:1-8)
between Jesus and his stock
opponents  Pharisees is
another classic episode which
reveals the different under-
standing of God's intention.
For Jesus, God established
the sabbath for human be-
ings, but the Pharisees un-
derstood it almost in the op-
posite sense. Even the Lord's
Supper may be understood as
belonging to the culturally
relative institution, it seen
from the standpoint of the
Quakers or the Salvation
Army, depending upon how
they determine Lord's inten-
tion concerning it. We might
say the similar thing about
Baptism (at least about the
infant baptism). Therefore,
if any one wants to prove the
absoluteness of the Sacra-
ment, he or she must provide
any evidence, besides the
tradition of one's believing
community, that the Lord in-
tended it to be an absolute
and timeless institution. The
history of the Church shows
us that the meaning and the
practice of the Sacrament,
as well as other various is-
sues likey the relationship.

between the. Church and the,..

- -State. (Remg.13:1-7) and the:

1-Cor 11:11-12/Gal 3:8):-7)

to know whether the_re?’is en~’
ly one cultural"'{i‘pti’éaifér‘ ‘not.:
{resurrection, homoséxuality’

slavéry, women's statds and
role); 8) to compare the cul-

ture of the New Testament .

with ours (cf. Rom 13:1-7, 1
Cor 14'34-5). All these
guidelines, in my opinion,
might be summarized in twe
factors; intention and cul-

ture. While any biblical relaj

4

.status . of--;women .
church €1 Cor:115, 14:34-5),.~.
have . been “determined var-
iously {#16] according to the -
historical situations and the °
of the -

contrast,
-mand to love God and one's

diverse . traditions
denominations concerned. By
the divine com-

neighbors is a timeless obli-
gation for any human being in
any time,

Obviously the questions of -

in thes-

he subjection to the
governing authorities and the
status of women in the
church belong to the cultural
issues, The Israelites had
been ruled by the Judges,
before they began to have
the kings. God did not want
them to have kings, but they
urged God to give them
kings. Therefore God reluc~
tantly allowed them to have
kings. This episode clearly
shows that any form of
government is a historical
phenomenon. The Roman
Empire in Paul’s life time was
also another stage in the
development of history, the
master of which god is. Of
course there had been the
anti-Roman movements of
the freedom fighters like the
Zealots. Although Paul had
known all of these facts, he
accepted the Roman hege-
mony as God's providence to
provide him with an appro-
priate environment to pro-
claim the gospel. As for
women's status, Paul had
clearly proclaimed the equal-
ity of men and women (there
is neither male nor female
Gal 3:26). When Paul urged
women to keep silence in the
church (1 Cor 14:34), we
need to keep in mind that
women had been prohibited
not only from teaching men,
but also from tearing from
the Rabbi. I think that, since
women were admitted to the
church without any discrimi-
nation, the early church was
much more advanced toward
the equality of women than
other ancient religions in-
cluding Judaism. So I believe
that Paul was more con-
cerned with male newcomers
from the patriarchal ancient
society into the ¢hurch,
rather than with the ordinary

.women's role in the:church, -
when he talked about women' -

s silence or the veils.on their
head (at least ®omen were
allowed to prophkesy or to

- pray in the churéh (1 Cor 11:

5), if they were no more able
to continue to teach men).

<19540) AHi%>
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Thus the factors of culture
and the divine intention are
critical to distinguish
between the trans-cultural
revelation and the historical-
ly and culturally relative ele-
ments in the texts.

ll. The Relationships
between the Authority and
the Settings of the N. T.

The Scripture has its
authority as the divine
revelation conveyed through
particular historical and cul-
tural contexts of human
writings. Since the Scripture
as the divine revelation con-
tains some weakness of hu-
man writings, frequently the
servant form of the Scrip-
ture is thought to parallel the
servant form of Christ. It is
true that there are certain
qualifications in this parallel:
first, we can worship Christ,
but we don't worship the bi-
ble (question of bibliolatry);
second, although there are
some incongruities in the bi-
ble, but Christ is sinless. In
spite of these qualifications,
I think we can maintain the
servant form of the bible

with regard to the relation
between its authority and its
contingent  settings. For
some weaknesses of the bible
are not sin themselves, if
they are defects. Also just
as without Christ's humanity
we cannot imagine the
divinity of Christ, we cannot
approach the divine revela-
tion in the bible, if not
through the form of human
writings. The Word of God
the servant form of the
Scripture is ‘“treasure in
earthen vessels "(2 Cor 4:7),
If expressed in Paul's words.

Since the eternal God has
chosen to reveal Himself in
the mode which we could
comprehend, that is,
through the particular hu-
man history, the authority of
the bible as the divine
revelation in the human writ-
ings. namely ‘treasure in
earthen vessels’, is to be ap-
propriated only by our ef-
forts of the historical critical
exegesis [#11], once we ac-
knowledge the authority of
the bible. Thus the interpre-
tation always involves the
text and the interpreter,
both of them are always con-
ditioned by the historical-
cultural situations. Just as

God approaches us through
the Bible written in human
languages, an outcome of
divine accommodation. So
we appropriate the authority
of the Scripture as the Word
of God through our historical
critical interpretation of the
texts inscribed in their his-
torical, cultural settings.
But in this interpretative ef-
forts, the social, ecclesiasti-
cal and personal biases of
the interpreter are bound to
intervene. Our hermeneuti-
cal dilemma is but a reflec-
tion of the eternal, transcen-
dent God's revelatory dilem-
ma [#12]. Nevertheless, we
cannot help approaching the
divine revelation in the bible
through the particularity and
diversity of the texts, while
we try to overcome our sub-
jectivity as the interpreters.

Conclusion

We have seen that the
written Scripture is a kind
of 'treasure in the earthen
vessel. God's revelation is
transmitted to us through
the human writings with
their historical and cultural
particularities. The author-
ity of the bible has any

meaningfulness, only when it
is appropriated through our
interpretation of the texts by
means of the historical-criti-
cal exegesis. The biblical
diversity, which is the in-
evitable aspect related to the
particularity of the individual
text, is to be dealt with the
canonical interpretation as a
corrective means of the his-
torical-critical exegesis.
Whenever we read the bible
we must avoid the extreme
way, treating the bible as
the docetic bible or merely
human literature without any
divine initiative. The author-
ity of the bible as the Word
of God is appropriated
through overcoming double
particularities, objective and
subjective. The objective
particularity means the his-
torical-cultural settings of
the bible, while the subjec-
tive particularity the inter-
preter's own context. Truly
the Bible is an eternal chal-
lenge to the human beings,
demanding from us the con-
tinuous efforts of exegesis.

(BHRE]

[#11 D. Scholer, "Issues in Bi-
blical Interpretation” H. Marshall
ed., Evangelical Quarterly v. -

X:1(1988), 19 . [#2]1 D. Sc-
holer, "The Nature of Biblical
Authority: A Moderate Perspec-
tive’, C.R. Blaisdell, ed. Con-
servative, Moderate, Liberal:
The Biblical Authority Debate
(St. Louis: CBP Press, 1990),
57 ; [#3] Berkouwer, Holy Scrip-
ture (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1975), 207 . [#4]1 D. Scholer, TIs-
sues in Biblical Interpretation’,
H. Marshall ed, Evangelical
Quarterly v. LX:1(1988), 9; [#5]
D. Scholer, "Tssues in Biblical
Interpretation” H. Marshall ed,
Evangelical Quarterly v.LX:1
(1988), 9 . [#6] Ibid. 10 ; [#7]
Ibid. 15

. [#8] Ibid. 17 . [#9] Ibid. 19 :
[#10] °It is due to the fact that
the determination about the div-
ine intention inevitably involves
certain level of subjectivity on
the part of the interpreters. ; [#
111 D. Scholer, “Issues in Bibli-
cal Interpretation” H. Marshall
ed., Evangelical Quarterly v.
LX:1(1988), 16. According to
Tertullian, "Without Scripture
there can be no heresy ", Which
means that already Tertullian
percerved that the scriptural
authority was to be appropriated
by the triad of text, tradition,
and the interpretive struggle.
[#12] D. Scholer, "The Nature
of Biblical Authority: A
Moderate Perspective’, C.R.
Blaisdell, ed, Conservative
Moderate, Liberal: The Biblical
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