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What is Equal?
XJ Eﬂ (o) 6235)

One lazy, hot, summer af-
ternoon, I was enjoying a
cold iced tea in my living
room, looking out my window
at the serene lake and
sensing the peace of the sur-
rounding woods. I felt pulled
to wander about among the
trees, bushes and wild flow-
ers that were stretching to
capture their needed sun and
inching their roots beneath
the earth to claim. what is

needed(water and nutrients)

from below. Everything
seemed to have..its own,

unique place. An imposing

hundred = year - old - oak,
bearded with moss, stood
next to a fragile maple, who
with its thin branches, leaned
gracefully away from the
oak, reaching easily to the
sun's rays above. Another
maple, lush with an abun-
dance of greenery, bursting
forth in full vigor, comfort-
ably reached sturdy limbs to
the sky above to find its
needed sun. Evergreens, a
variety of bushes and shrubs,
wild flowers and winding
vines, all seemed to comfort-
ably find their place, to meet
their needs to thrive. And,
the resulting landscape was
breathtaking and pure rap-
ture.

In a fleeting moment, the
peaceful picture was altered.
The cracking of thunder, fol-

lowed by the scream of the

wind, announced a summer
storm. The light dimmed,
and the day became dark and
cool. Rain drops pelted with
their own urgency, and my
heart began to pound as I re-
turned to the safety of my
living room to watch the rain
drench the earth and hear the
wind rattle the window
panes, a summer storm fell
upon me,

As I lingered to watch, I
began to ponder the ease with
which the stately oak took in
its needed drink, deferring to
the slender maple and lesser
shrubs, bushes and flowers,
who waited patiently for their
share. No complaints were

voiced. Each seemed to take
what it needed and was
thankful to have its portion.
There is perfect harmony and
peaceful order in nature. No
one complains, no one is un-
happy, no one protests. "
Everything" in nature, no

matter its size, its physical

beauty, its strength and abil-
ity to withstand adverse con-
ditions- everything has the
same opportunity to take a

‘long ‘drink from the sweet

shower and to bask in con-
tentment.

As the rain eased, I wan-
dered back out to the yard to
listen closely to the stately

‘ oak, bearded with moss, to

the graceful maple and its s-
turdy brother, to the bushes
and shrubs, to the colorful
flowers and to the plain,
winding vine to hear if there
was the slightest sense of
discontent over the unex-
pected shower, after long
days of scorching summer
heat, and quenching their
thirst. I didn't hear a thing.
What I found was not only
nature in harmony but each
tree, all shrubs and bushes,
the graceful maple and the s-
turdy oak, as well as the
trailing vines and each
blooming flower-they were all
fresher, greener and more
beautiful then before. There
was order, and each element
of nature appeared relaxed
and perfectly harmonious.
There was enough for all, not
more, not less.

I walked gingerly on the
grass, attempting to absorb
the peace of the scene and
not wanting to deprive any of
the plant life of their long
awaited drink of precious
raindrops. I was over-
whelmed with joy and hum-
bled to have witnessed
Mother  Nature's  grace,
peaceful order, and harmony.
Looking above, I could see
brightly colored butterflies f-

luttering. Listening closely, I

could hear the faint buzzing
of bees. On the ground
below, were inchworms ' an-

cing on leaves. The newly
softened earth was the sight
of plump earthworms crawl-
ing easily and racing to claim
their drink of fresh rain. I
was happy to be a part of all
of this and to be able to ob-
serve Mother Nature's grace,
peace, and harmony.

The tall, one hundred year
old oak didn't overwhelm the
maple, the shrubs and flow-
ers didnt dominate, taking
more moisture than they re-
quired to thrive. The mean-
dering vines and insignificant
bushes didn't attempt to out-
smart - their more vibrant
neighboring flowers, nor their
more stately evergreens. It is
quite clear that the shrubs
and bushes are not equal in
size to the ancient oak, and
that many of the flowers, in
their eye catching hues,
would certainly reign king if
beauty was nature's criteria
for what is considered the
best. In nature, competition
is no contest. In nature,
everything has a valued
place, In nature, there is the
certainty that all belong, all
have a significant place, all
matter. Greenery, flowers,
tall, sturdy trees, slithering
inchworms, butterflies—each
one has the opportunity and
the space to thrive, none
seems to protest to be equal
to have squire and fair oppor-
tunity and place to thrive.

I was fortunate to have had
a glimpse of life in the woods
that scorching Sunday after-
noon, to watch nature
recharged following a long
awaited, drink from a sweet,
summer shower., I sensed
that in this harmonious inter-
play, everything thrived, and
I began to feel a sweet
shower in my heart and soul
and to long for more.

Is everything equal? We
must ask Mother Nature, in
her wisdom, to reveal the an-
swer. Perhaps a wise man
with an untainted view could
really see nature the way it
is, could actually learn from a
day in the woods observing,
contemplating and pondering.
Then, and only then, could a
wise man, with clarity of vi-
sion, define what is equal.
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TOKYO, Sept. 24 - In the
most significant reversal of
economic policy since North
Korea was founded, that
Communist nation has an-
nounced the establishment of
an autonomous capitalist in-
vestment zone near its
border with China. Ac-
cording to the official Korean
Central News  Agency,
North Korea has adopted
legislation mandating the

control access by North
Koreans.

In perhaps the biggest sur-
prise of all, the special e-
conomic zone will be run by
a Chinese agricultural and

manufacturing magnate,
Yang Bin(#5#, 39A1), a fre-
quent visitor to North Korea
aboard his private jet, and a
confidant of the North Kore-
an leader, Kim Jong Il. Ac-
cording to Forbes magazine,

S5t HpkEol|A EiES 2011 U= S SBtel A=t 2l

creation of an ‘international
financial, trade, commercial,
industrial” zone to be built in
the northwestern city of
Sinuiju(?19F),  operating
free of central government
interference for a period of
50 years. According to news
reports from both North and
South Korea, the new zone
will seek private capital from
China, Japan and South
‘Korea, as well as the West,
and will operate its own legal
and economic system, and
even issue its own passports.
Foreigners will reportedly be
able to enter without visas,
although the government will
build walls around the city to

Mr. Yang, 39, is China’s se-
cond richest man. A native
of Nanjing who has taken
Dutch citizenship, Mr. Yang
is chairman of Euro-Asia A-
griculture Holdings, a
grower of orchids and
vegetables that was one of
China's most popular stocks
with investors until media
reports earlier this year
raised questions about Mr.
Yang's finances and the firm'
s transparency. According to
Forbes magazine, his per-
sonal fortune is about $900
million. Mr. Yang has said
he will hire Westerners to
run the special zone's legal
system along European

lines. "This is an attempt to
build Hong Kong north, and
it is an extraordinary leap"
for North Korea, said Mar-
cus Noland, an expert on the
North Korean economy at
the Institute for International
Economics, in Washington.
Mr. Noland said North
Korea had tried to build spe-
cial economic zones in the
past, notably a decade ago in
the northeast region of Ra-
jin-Sonbong, but had largely
failed because of poor plan—
ning and a lack of commit-
ment, perhaps reflecting am-
bivalence toward a capitalist
model so fundamentally at
odds with the self-suffi-
ciency and sacrifice
preached by North Korea's
Stalinist founder, Kim I
Sung. The current plans in—
volving a site close to the
border with China and right
on the rail line to Beijing
are, by contrast, ambi-
tious. "The degree of au-
tonomy described in

the press reports is greater
than the independence gran-
ted by the Chinese to their
new economic zones in the
late 1970's and early 1980's,”
Mr. Noland said. He called
the new venture "an enor-
mous gamble’ for Kim Jong
I, who succeeded Kim Il
Sung, his father, eight years
ago.

North Korea has also
toyed recently with building
a special economic zone
jointly with South Korea, at
Kaesong, and granted the
Hyundai conglomerate per—
mission to operate there.
Hyundai broke up before
setting up in the zone, how-
ever, and North Korea
dragged its feet over opening
up rail links there, ostensibly
because it got cold feet over
allowing South Korea to play
such a large direct role in its
economy. Last week, how-
ever, the rail link was recon-
nected for the first time
since the end of the Korean
War. The 132-square mile
Sinuiju zone lies across the
Yalu River from the Chinese
city Dandong in a relatively
conservative region where
the Communist party still
holds strong sway, and eth-
nic Koreans are numerous.

A recent American traveler
to the region called Sinuiju "
one of the most barren
places in Korea." In bustling
Dandong, by contrast, he
said, "the railroad station is
piled high with fruits, and
people are running around
with cellphones.” Nicholas
Eberstadt, a Korea expert at
the American Enterprise In-
stitute, said: "China’s
opening to the outside world
was effectuated by a lot of
foreign entrepreneurs, mem-
bers of the diaspora, from
Hong Kong and Taiwan. The
question has always been
where does North Korea get
its entrepreneurial talent? "
The obvious answer might
seem to be South Korea, but
that represents a terrible
ideological peril, Mr. Eber-
stadt said."They seem to
have chosen China.”

Mr. Yang said on Monday
that North Korea would
build 100,000 greenhouses to
grow vegetables for export,
with his company handling
the sales, the South China
Morning Post reported. Al-
though he said work would
begin quickly, Mr. Yang did
not offer a timetable. The
Hong Kong newspaper said
the new zone would have no
import or export tariffs, and
a fixed income tax of 14
percent. Two months ago,
the North Korean govern-
ment announced a radical
overhaul of the exchange
rate, wage and price sys—
tems. With food production
flagging, and industries
operating at 10 percent of
capacity, according to one
diplomat, the government
eliminated its food ration
system, raised food prices
and told facto—
ries to make a
profit. "Until re-
cently, you
could not even
use the word re-
form, and now
not only is it
widely accepted,
it is always used
with a positive
connotation,
said a senior

United Nations of- 25407 55t0] =0l HXI#AES Al2ISH=

ficial in Py- &3¢
ongyang, the capi

gl

Regional political analysts
cite a number of factors in
the shift. President Bush's
description of North Korea
as part of an "axis of evil’
may have created a sense of
urgency about overcoming i-
solation, as has China's irri-
tation over an increasing
flow of North Koreans
across their mutual border.
South Korea holds crucial
presidential elections in De-
cember, and North Korea is
eager to see a government
that favors friendly engage-
ment, rather than isolation.
Until recently, North Korea
had treated the doctrine of
self-reliance as untouchable,
even if dependence on China
for food aid and subsidized
trade had always made this a
partial lie. "There were a lot
of people here in 1995, when
the food crisis really began,
who said we would rather die
than have your food,” an in-
ternational relief official said
in a recent interview in Py-
ongyang. After a famine that
human rights groups esti-
mate has cost more than two
million lives, Kim Jong Il ap-
pears to be eager to attract
capitalist funds and create a
mixed-market communist
system like the ones in China
and Vietnam. Last week,
Mr. Kim took the surprising
step of acknowledging and
apologizing for the kidnap-
ping of Japanese in the 1960's
and 1970's, setting the stage
for normalization of relations
with wealthy Japan, which in
turn apologized for its
colonial rule of Korea and is
now expected to give $10
billion in aid.
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Confronting  Anti-American

GGrievance By ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI

WASHINGTON - Nearly a year after the
start of America's war on terrorism, that
war faces the real risk of being hijacked by
foreign governments with repressive agep-
das. Instead of leading a democratic coali-
tion, the United States faces the risk of
dangerous isolation. The Bush administra-
tion's definition of the challenge that
America confronts has been cast largely in
semireligious terms. The public has been
told repeatedly that terrorism is ‘evil,”
which it undoubtedly is, and that “evildoers
are responsible for it, which doubtless they
are. But beyond these justifiable condem-
nations, there is a historical void. It is as if
terrorism is suspended in outer space as an
abstract phenomenon, with ruthless terror-
ists acting under some Satanic inspiration
unrelated to any specific motivation.

President Bush has wisely eschewed i-
dentifying terrorism with Islam as a whole
and been careful to stress that Islam as
such is not at fault. But some supporters of
the administration have been less careful
about such distinctions, arguing that [s-
lamic culture in general is so hostile to the
West, and especially to democracy, that it
has created a fertile soil for terrorist hatred
" of America.

Missing from much of the public debate is
discussion of the simple fact that lurking
behind every terroristic act is a specific po-

litical antecedent. That does not justify
either the perpetrator or his political cause.
Nonetheless, the fact is that almost all ter-
rorist activity originates from some political
conflict and is sustained by it as well.

That is true of the Irish Republican Army
in Northern Ireland, the Basques in Spain,
the Palestinians in the West Bank and
(Gaza, the Muslims in Kashmir and so forth.

In the case of Sept. 11, it does not re-
quire deep analysis to note - given the iden-
tity of the perpetrators - that the Middle
East's political history has something to do
with the hatred of Middle Eastern terrorists
for America. The specifics of the region's
political history need not be dissected too
closely because terrorists presumably do
not delve deeply into archival research be-
fore embarking on a terrorist career.
Rather, it is the emotional context of felt,
observed or historically recounted political
grievances that shapes the fanatical
pathology of terrorists and eventually trig-
gers their murderous actions.

American involvement in the Middle East
is clearly the main impulse of the hatred
that has been directed at America. There is
no escaping the fact that Arab political e-
motions have been shaped by the region's
encounter with French and British colonial-
ism, by the defeat of the Arab effort to
prevent the existence of Israel and by the
subsequent American support for Israel and
its treatment of the Palestinians, as well as
by the direct injection of American power

- nto the region.

This last has been perceived by the more
fanatical elements in the region as offensive
to the sacred religious purity of Saudi
Arabian custodianship of Islam's holy places
and as hurtful to the welfare of the Iraqi
people. The religious aspect adds fervor to
their zeal, but it is worth noting that some
of the Sept. 11 terrorists had non-religious
lifestyles. Their attack on the World Trade
Center had a definite political cast to it.

Yet there has been a remarkable reluc-
tance in America to confront the more com-
plex historical dimensions of this hatred.
The inclination instead has been to rely on

abstract assertions like terrorists ‘hate
freedom” or that their religious background
makes them despise Western culture.

To win the war on terrorism, one must
therefore set two goals: first to destroy the
terrorists and, second, to begin a political
effort that focuses on the conditions that
brought about their emergence. That is
what the British are doing in Ulster, the S-
paniards are doing in Basque country and
the Russians are being urged to do in
Chechnya. To do so does not imply propi-
tiation of the terrorists, but is a necessary
component of a strategy designed to isolate
and eliminate the terrorist underworld.

Analogies are not the same as identity,
but with that in mind one might consider
the parallels between what the United S-
tates faces today in regard to Middle
Eastern terrorism and the crises that
America confronted domestically in the
1960's and 70's. At that time, American so-
ciety was shaken by violence undertaken by
groups like

the Ku Klux Klan (often in semi-au-
tonomous klaverns), White Citizens' Coun-
cils, the Black Panthers and the Sym-
bionese Liberation Army. Without civil-
rights legislation and the concomitant
changes in America's social views on race
relations, the challenge that those organiza-
tions posed might have lasted much longer
and become more menacing.

The rather narrow, almost one-dimen-
sional definition of the terrorist threat fa-
vored by the Bush administration poses the
special risk that foreign powers will also
seize upon the word "terrorism” to promote
their own agendas, as President Vladimir
Putin of Russia, Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon of Israel, Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee of India and President Jiang
Zemin of China are doing. For each of them
the disembodied American definition of the
terrorist challenge has been both expedient
and convenient.

When speaking to Americans, neither Mr.
Putin nor Mr. Sharon can hardly utter a
sentence without the 1" word in it in order
to transform America's struggle against ter-
rorism into a joint struggle against their
particular Muslim neighbors. Mr. Putin
clearly sees an opportunity to deflect Is-
lamic hostility away from Russia despite
Russian crimes in Chechnya and earlier in
Afghanistan. Mr. Sharon would welcome a
deterioration in United States relations with
Saudi Arabia and perhaps American mili-
tary action against Iraq while gaining a free
hand to suppress the Palestinians. Hindu
fanatics in India are also quite eager to con-
flate Islam in general with terrorism in
Kashmir in particular. Not to be outdone,

he Chinese recently succeeded in per-
suading the Bush administration to list an
obscure Uighur Muslim separatist group
fighting in Xinjiang province as a terrorist
organization with ties to Al Qaeda.

For America, the potential risk is that its
nonpolitically defined war on terrorism may

‘thus be hijacked and diverted to other

ends. The consequences would be danger-
ous. If America comes to be viewed by its
key democratic allies in Europe and Asia as
morally obtuse and politically naive in failing
to address terrorism in its broader and
deeper dimensions - and if it is also seen by
them as uncritically embracing intolerant
suppression of ethnic or national aspira-
tions - global support for America's policies
will surely decline. America's ability to
maintain a broadly democratic antiterrorist
coalition will suffer gravely. The prospects
of international support for an eventual mil-
itary confrontation with Irag will also be
drastically diminished.

Such an isolated America is likely to face
even more threats from vengeful terrorists
who have decided to blame America for any
outrages committed by its self-appointed al-
lies. A victory in the war against terrorism
can never be registered in a formal act of
surrender. Instead, it will only be divined
from the gradual waning of terrorist acts.

Any further strikes against Americans
will thus be a painful reminder that the war
has not been won. Sadly, a main reason will
be America's reluctance to focus on the po-
litical roots of the terrorist atrocity of Sept.
11.

Zbigniew Brzezinski was national security
adviser in the Carter administration.
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IS it heresy to suggest that
America could use a modest dose
of pessimism right now?

Historically, mainstream
American culture is conditioned
to treat calamity financial or fa-
natical - as an aberration, not the
norm; an affront to the national
commitment to singing in the
rain. Confronted by breaking
news of its vulnerability, only
two alternative responses seem
available: irrepressible up-and-
at-'em chirpiness or

apocalyptic hysteria, Pollyanna
or Chicken Little. But neither
approach, neither the smirk nor
the shriek, offers the best foun-
dation for imagining what perils
might lie ahead, nor the most
prudent way to come to terms
with the unwelcome fact that, for
the foreseeable future, the perils
will be as much part of the
American way of life as apple

pie.

Of course politicians crazy e-
nough to tell bleak truths about
the aging process of the Ameri-
can empire have not been cele-
brated for their refreshing candor
so much as

buried for the temerity of their
pessimism, however smart. R.1.
P, Jimmy Carter, hello "morning
in America" - that golden moment
when optimism skyrocketed along
with federal deficits. Any con-
test, especially in election years,
between sunnyside-up breeziness
and chastened realism will, of
course, be no contest at all.
When was the last time that po-
litical strategy-makers counseled
their candidate to put on a sadder
(if wiser) face? It is a truism of

contemporary political life that it
will never be afternoon

in America, even though such
cursory readings of world history
as candidates can manage
between fund-raisers will tell
them that one day it must.

QOut there in the Rest of the
World, the unavoidable sadness
of wisdom is taken as read. From
the very beginning of its written
record, European history was as-
sumed to be a somber, ignoble s-
tory, ‘little more," as Gibbon
mordantly confessed, ‘than the
register of the crimes, follies and
misfortunes of mankind." This
verdict did not, however, reduce
that history to fatalism. On the
contrary, the assumption of the
inevitability of disaster, humans
being what they are, also presup-
posed the educative power of
melancholy: the optimism, as it
were, of pessimism, In the Euro-
pean tradition it has been an i-
magined immunity from the prat-
falls of history that has ended up
guaranteeing the most painful
and the most sudden disappear-
ing acts.

The tragic climax of Thucy-
dides's "History of the Pelopon-
nesian War' - the catastrophic
Athenian expedition to Sicily - is
just such a cautionary chronicle
of hubris-laden comeuppance.
The famous funeral oration for
the fallen, imagined for Pericles
by Thucydides, is a staple item
of American college core cur-
ricula, principally for its eulogy
of the sacrifices of citizen
soldiers and its assertion of the
singularity of Athenian democ-
racy (a democracy, like the early
American republic, supported on

the backs of slaves).

Far more typical of Thucy-
dides's pessimism, though, is his
unnerving account of the city's
meltdown during ~a plague
epidemic, when (in the wonderful
translation by another arch-pes-
simist, Thomas Hobbes) 'dying
men lay tumbling upon one
another in the streets and men
half-dead about every conduit
through desire of water.” Facing
obliteration, the model democ-
racy swiftly dissolves into grab-
it-while-you-can plunder. de-
bauchery, the stampede for the
last Cipro.

Democracies, Thucydides
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says, are no better armed against
panic in the face of adversity,
nor are they necessarily more
virtuous and discriminating when
they exercise their power against
it. During the debates over the
prudence of the Sicilian expedi-
tion, the most withering contem-
pt is reserved for the belligerence
of armchair hawks whose

enthusiasm for the campaign is
in inverse proportion to their per-
sonal experience of combat. The
warnings of the seasoned
veteran, Nicias, against running *
new dangers when the state of
our own city hangeth unsettled"
are allowed their full, cautionary
eloquence. Nonetheless, the his-
torian complains, "everyone alike
fell in love with the

enterprise: the old men upon
hope to subdue the place they
went to or that at least so great a
power could not miscarry: and
the young men upon desire to see
a foreign

country and to gaze, making
little doubt but to return with
safety.”

In the carnage that follows it is
‘Nicias himself who is left to
watch the annihilation of the
Athenian army and navy. Never
suppose, implies  Thucydides,

be disappointed. The barbarians
will always be at the gate, and
generally they will find a way to
squeeze through. Be of a stoical
temper, urged the philosopher-
emperor Marcus Aurelius at the
climactic moment of Roman im-
perial power, and when misfor-
tune strikes remember that all
things - empires as well as em-
perors -

are mortal. The best that can
be expected is the intelligent
containment of damage. Such is
the instruction of ruins.

RUINS were 18th century Eu-
rope's antidote to hubris. Gibbon
conceived the idea of his "Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire,"
he tells us, "as I sat musing
amidst the ruins of the Capitol,
while the bare-footed friars were
singing vespers in the Temple of
Jupiter." The milords flocked to
the Forum for lessons on the in-
evitable erosion of grandeur.
Artists like Piranesi and Hubert
Robert supplied engravings and
paintings of moss-draped Roman
monuments overrun by beggars
and goats. Landscapists would

~custom build ruins for the parks

of the Quality so they could

stroll soberly through gardens
of wistfulness.

The attack on optimism
reached its climax with
Voltaire's Candide, whose
faith in Dr. Pangloss's belief
that we live in "the best of all
possible worlds" is shaken by
the Lisbon earthquake of
1755. Thirty thousand casu-
alties  unavoidably raise
questions about either the
benevolence or the compe-
tence of the Great Designer
in the sky. Candide travels
on through a landscape of
unrelenting  cruelty  de-
scribed by his  raped
sweetheart Cunegonde as "s-
tandard practice.” All the
greatest writing on the
slaughter and mayhem that
make up the sorry record of
our modern centuries - S-

wagging his finger, that any em-
pire is invincible.  Survival
depends, above all, on an under-
standing of the economy of force.

Roman historians like Tacitus
narrating the fate of legions swal-
lowed up in the German woods
confirmed that a world empire,
especially one mired in pluto-
cratic selfishness and back-biting
intrigue, could be a soft target.

Expect the worst and you will not.
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tendhal at Waterloo: Tolstoy
at Borodino; Hasek's "Good
Soldier Schweik® - is run through
with black absurdity: the scam-
perings and scufflings of animal
panic rather than ennobling acts
of valor.

Such, they say, is the human
condition. Get used to it
America was created expressly
as the rejection of those truisms.
Ruins had nothing to say to a
culture so deeply invested in
freshness. Even now, those B
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anting to preserve Civil War bat-
tlefields like Chancellorsville as a
place of meditation are up against
developers for whom golf courses
and front lawns whisper the great
American mantra of "'move on."
Only at ground zero has the in-
stinct to build over been checked
by a comparably powerful
yearning for a place of lament.

Against the stoical nostrum
that man, wherever and when-
ever you look, is much of a
muchness, the American claim
was to have created a new kind
of history-free citizen. When
Alexis de Tocqueville came to
America in the 1830's he was

struck by the intensity with
which Americans boasted of their
singularity. He granted them
their novelty, but immediately
understood it was, above all, the
product of their liberation from
social and spatial claustrophobia.
The happiness to which, appar-
ently, Americans were entitled
by birthright (and that Toc-
queville saw with shocking clair-
voyance actually meant the raw
pursuit of material satisfactions)
was conditional on perpetual mo-
tion. Happiness for Voltaire was
cultivating one's garden. Happi-
ness for Thomas Jefferson was
rolling across the continent,
gathering the millions of acres
needed to make the American
homestead.

Tocqueville also saw that this
epic was not, as the tribunes of
American felicity advertised, a
calamity-free process. The white
man's entitlement to happiness
was the

nonwhite man's guarantee of
misery. For slaves there was the
ordeal of confinement: for Native
Americans ecological annihila-
tion. European immigrants, on
the other hand, were at last
(relatively) free from the usual
lot of the poor and defenseless.
Sorrow and suffering, as a
perennial way of life, became
someone else's problem.

One of the most deeply felt
narratives of catastrophe in the
history of American freedom is
Tocqueville's account of the up-
rooted Choctaws crossing the
Mississippi in winter. "The snow
had frozen hard upon the ground
and the river was drifting with
huge masses of ice. The Indians
had their families with them and
they brought in their train the
wounded and the sick, with chil-
dren newly born and old men on
the verge of death.
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fade from my remembrance. No

cry, no sob was heard from the

assembled crowd: all were silent.

Their calamities were of ancient

date and they knew them to be
irremediable.”

IT is only in our time, only
perhaps last year, that such
calamity has come home to
America, and it is to be feared
that it may not soon go away. In
one morning the shelter of dis-
tance was traumatically oblit-
erated, the skies made a lot less
spacious. In place of the luxury
of isolation, Americans have no
option but to accept the neces-
sity of connection. Sustaining
their way of life and constitution-
al entitlement to filling up at a
buck fifty a gallon demands con-
tinuing engagement in the fate of
the rest of the world and not just
hit and run ‘regime change," a
euphemism that would better
please the ghost of Thucydides if
it were called by what it is - in-
vasion and occupation,

As a wrecking and removal
crew Americans are, for the
moment,  unstoppable.  But
whether in Irag or elsewhere,
wrecking and removal is no s-
trategy for their own survival un-
less they also sign the longer,
more expensive, rebuilding con-
tract.

If Americans are, for the fore-
seeable future, fated to live in-
side, rather than alongside, the
imperfect, dangerous world, they
are also likely to experience a
greater, rather than a lesser,
share of its ancient woes and m-
isfortunes. The worst thing to do
would be to treat such adversity
as might come their way as if it
were some sort of violation of
American exceptionalism, when
it is, in fact, the result of it.
Perhaps. in any case, there are
worse things than bidding
farewell to the fond illusion that
Americans would remain forever
exempt from the ways of the
world,  calamities  included.
Besides, whoever said that grow-
ing older as 2 nation was going to
be fun?

<8A Simon Schama: Univer-
sity Professor at Columbia
University >

Our nation is presently en-
gaged in a debete about
whether to launch a war a-
gainst [raq. Leaks of various
strategies for an attack on
Iraq appear with regularity,
The Bush administration
vows regime change, but s-
tates that no decision has
been made whether, much
less when, to launch an inva-
sion.

It is beyond dispute that
Saddam Hussein is a menace,
He terrorizes and brutalizes
his own people. He has
launched war on two of his
neighbors. He devotes enor-
mous effort to rebuilding his
military forces and equipping
them with weapons of mass
destrution. We will all be bet-
ter off when he is gone.

Think Carefully

That said, we need to think
through this issue very care-
fullly. We need to analyze the
relationship between Iraq and
our other pressing priorities-
notably the war on terrorism-
as well as the best strategy
and tactics available were we
to move to change the regime
in Baghdad.

Saddam's strategic objec-
tive appears to be to dominate
the Persian Gulf, to control
oil from the region, or both.

That clearly poses a real
threat to key U.S. interests.
But there is scant evidence to
tie Saddam to terrorist orga-
nizations, and even less to
the Sept. 11 attacks. Indeed
Saddam's goals have little in
common with the terrorists
who threaten us, and there is
little incentive for him to
make common cause with
them.

He is unlikely to risk his in-
vestment in weapons of mass
destrucion, much less his
country, by handing such
weapons to terrorists who
would use them for their own
purposes and leave Baghdad
as the return address.

Threatening to use these
weapons for blackmail-much
less their actual use-would

Saddam is a familiar dicta-
torial aggressor, with tradi-
tional goals for his aggres-
sion, There is little evidence
to indicate that the United S-
tates itself is an object of his
aggression. Rather, Saddam's
problem with the U.S. ap-
pears to be that we stand in
the way of his ambitions. He
seeks weapons of mass
destrucion not to arm terror-
ists, but to deter us from in-
tervening to block his aggres-
sive designs.

Given Saddam's aggressive
regional ambitions, as well as
his rethlessness and unpre-
dictability, it may at some
point be wise to remove him
from power. Whether and
when that point should come
ought to depend on overall U,
S. national security priorities.
QOur pre-eminent security
priority-underscored repeat-
edly by the president-is the
war on terrorism. An attack
on Iraq at this time would
seriously jeopardize, of not
destroy, the global countert-
errorist campaign we have
undertaken.

The United States could
certainly defeat the Iraqi mili-
tary and destroy Saddam's
regime, But it would not be a
cakewalk. On the contrary, it
undoubtedly would be very
expensive-with - serious con-
sequences for the U.S. and
global economy-and could as
well be bloody. In fact, Sad-
dam would be likely to con-
clude he had nothing left to
lose, leading him to unleash
whatever weapons of mass
destruction he possesses.

Israel would have to expect
to be the first casualty, as in
1991 when Saddam sought to
bring Israel into the Gulf con-
flict. This time, using
weapons of mass destuction,
he might succeed, provoking
Israel to respond, perhaps
with nuclear weapons, un-
leashing an Armageddon in
the Middle East. Finally, if
we are to achieve our strate-
gic objectives in Iraq, a mili-
tary campaign very likely

and risks, is certain to divert
us for some indefinite period
from our war on terrorism.
Worse, there is a virtual con-
sensus in the world against an
attack on Iraq at this time. So
long as that sentiment per-
sist, it would require the U,
S. to pursue a virtual go-it-
alone strategy against Iraq,
making any military opera-
tions correspondingly more
difficult and expensive. The
most serious cost, however,
would be to the war on ter-
rorism. Ignoring that clear
sentiment would result in a
serious degradation in inter-
national cooperation with us
against terrorism. And make
no mistake, we simply cannot
win that war without enthusi-
astic international coopera-
tion, especially on intelli-
gence,

Possibly the most dire con-
sequences would be the effect
in the region, The shared
view in the region is that Iraq
is principally an obsession of
the U.S. The obsession of
the region, however, is the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. If
we were seen to be turning
our backs on that bitter con-
flict-which the region, rightly
or wrongly, perceives to be
clearly within our power to
resolve- in order to go after
Iraq, there would be an ex-
plosion of outrage against us.
We would be seen as ignoring
a key interest of the Muslim
would in order to satisfy what
is seen to be narrow Ameri-
can interest,

Even without Israeli in-
volvement, the result could
well destabilize Arab regimes
in the region, ironically facili-
tating one of Saddam’s strate-
gic  objectives, At a
minimum, it would stifle any
cooperation on terrorism, and
could even swell the ranks of
the terrorists. Conversely,
the more progress we make in
the war on terrorism and
more we are seen to be com-
mitted to resolving the Israel-
Palestinian issue, the greater
will be the international supf@

cated in the events of Sept.
11, that could make him a key
counterterrorist target, rather
than a competing priority,
and significantly shift would
opinion toward support for
regime change.

No-Notice Inspections

In any event, we should be
pressing the United Nations
Security Council to insist on
an effective no-notice inspec-
tion regime for Irag-any time,
anywhere, no permission re-
quired. On this point, senior
administration officials have
opined that Saddam Hussein
would never agree to such an
inspection regime, But if he
did, inspections would serve
to keep him off balance and
under close observation, even
if all his weapons of mass
destuction capabilities were
not uncovered. And if he re-
fused, his rejection could
provide the persuasive casus
belli which many claim we do
not now have. Compelling ev-
idence that Saddam had ac-
quired nuclear weapons capa-
bility could have a similar
effect.

In sum, if we will act in full
awareness of the intimate in-
terrelationship of the key is-
sues in the region, keeping
counterterrorism as our fore-
most priority, there is much
potential for success across
the entire range of our secu-
rity interests-including Iraq.
If we reject a comprehensive
perspective, however, we put
at risk our campaign against
terrorism as well as stability
and security in a vital region
of the world.

Mr. Scowecroft, national se-
curity adviser under Presi-
dents Gerald Ford and George
H. W. Bush, is founder and
president of the Forum for
International Policy.

(The Wall Street Journal
Thursday, August 15, 2002)
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New York, NY Lake Oswego, OR (800)474-0200 HIAE (ol 632))
- SKOKIE, I Jade Eastern Trading, Inc. (N18)733-13%9
Ol (&) 6820) G.A. Marketing Company OlMS (at612)) Bronx, NY
CPA, CFA AoIZ (af592]) Sung Bo Hong, DMD Pacific Hotel Motel (201)440-8500
(703)642-2900 (310)216-7929 B4 (% 632) Specialists, Inc, Moonachie, NJ -
Annandale, VA Los Angeles, CA (201)871-0007 (HMBA American Hotel Broker) e
- (206)972-3678 . AIE (ofci 5221 - S, oEMW)
o KS E biz (973)994-1421
IBECONS INT' L - : TR (5 692)) Short Hill, NJ
Zmal (3 ss2) Gold Plus - (201)722-47%
(212)460-2815 HYP HSA} MAS (= 6520) River Vale, NJ -
New York, NY YL (MY 692)) (212)354-8988 3 ; R ;
(T18)463-3500 New York, NY o oy il g - i
- Flushing, NY (310)539-7760 e
S . =
p Court Lomita, CA MODERN GIFTS & New York, NY
ZEKaRA} (Z0) 762)) BISMA HE HEMA KOI Bt i
Queens Plumbing Supply NGAI(AlH 651 21) Seward Florist
(718)225-100 ANX (2 60m) B 24981 (&) 6720) 288 @ nen Tel: 847-559-1005
New Hyde Park. NY (T73)463 7756 @13)387-5252 M0 Northbrook, IL. z'g,‘;,*ﬁf,"
(L.1.E. Exit 33 South) Los Angles. CA L.I.C. NY UPS, Mail Order 7l San Gabriel, CA
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