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>Adagio and Allegro for Oboe and
Piano, Op.70 Robert Schumann : Z2i8]
(oboe), EtMH (piano)

DConcerto in G minor, Op. 49, 1st
movement Dmitri Kabalevsky : 2F%
(cello), ¥4 (piano)

DCaprice after Saint-Saens "Etude en
forme de valse, No.6, Op.52" Eugene.
A. Ysaye : 8% (violin), 2% (piano)

DLes Jeau deaux a la villa d'Este
Franz Liszt : 283 (piano)

DESMF 7101F &x : AFHOWRR),
LR EHE)

DEAME ZMH : £X38l(soprano), &2
&(piano)

DAh! fors'e lui(La Traviata) Giuseppe
Verdi : 2A3l(soprano), 288 (piano)

D70 2SH : H82(tenor), H2d
(piano) _

DChe gelida manina(La Boheme) Gi-
acomo Puccini : H&R(tenor), &8
(piano)

DLibiamo nellieti calici. .. (La Travia-
ta) Giuseppe Verdi : 23| (soprano), 3
SR(tenor), 2R (piano) '

Ao (Suo-Youny Bart), pivns
MxEa W

L AR, AdAT 89

DPiano Trio in D minor, Op.49, 1st
movement Felix Mendelsshon : S&4!
(violin), 233 (cello), Bt (piano)
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Anjong, Minjok, and Ethnic Solidarity:

Korean-American in a Historical and

Modern perspective

Frank Byong Yoon (Columbia University, NY)
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Since the Tang invasions
in the 6th century, the Ja-
panese invasions of 1592
through 1597, the Manchu
invasions from 1627 to 1638,
and Western intervention in
the late 19th century, Korea
had never been out of touch
with the outside world, nor
forgotten by her neighbors.
We have seen Korea as a
product of makings greater
than itself; this notion is
manifest in the Japanese col-
onization of the early 20th
century, or perhaps Chinese
suzerainty defined by the
term  sochunghwa (/) \H#E),
Nevertheless, as Kim Illsoo
describes, These are only
some major examples of
many humiliating and devas-
tating invasions by neighbor-
ing powers. Whenever
Korea was subjugated by a
foreign power, it underwent
deep social, cultural, and
political changes [Kim Illsoo,
New Urban Immigrants: The
Korean Community in New
York, (Princeton: Princeton
University  Press, 1981,
283].

Historians theorize .

that Korea really had no in-

ternal self-influences, but
that geopolitcal determinism
was the process by which
Korea developed her own
character of her nation and
of her people. [Kim I., 283].
Through the process of op—
pression and protest, [the]
Korean people have
developed on the strength of
blood, kinship, a single lan-
guage, and great -culture
through their long history.
[Lee Cheong-soo, Legiti-
macy in the History of the
Korean People: Understand-
ing the History of the Kore-
an People in The Identity of
the Korean People, ed. Suh
Kuk-sung et al (Seoul: Na-

tional Unification Board,
ROK, 1983), 121.
How, therefore, can we

translate this notion of na-
tional solidarity in modern
times? Given the dramatic
globalization of world cul-
tures, one cannot solely
depend on the term political
nation or kukka(BZ) to
define a national peoples.
What we have therefore, is

. the  alternate  term _minjok

which refers to ethnic iden-

tity, a condition that far
surpasses the political boun—
daries of state [Charles
Armstrong's lecture, 12/1/
99]. The conflict or comple-
menting of both terms can be
most clearly seen through
the process of emigration
from the kukka into another
land, from which a new min-
jok is derived.  Through
emigration, immigrants re-
move themselves from their
own kukka, the political s-
tate, and claim a new citi-
zenship to a minjok in a new
nation. Korean immigrants
of the late 20th century typ-
ify such a process of reloca-
tion and re-identification by
which we are able to see the
translation of a national
character in modern times.
The dramatic expansion
and intensity of Western/
American influence in the 20
th century [and early 19th
century] cannot be neglected
in the discussion of immigra—
tion. As the United States
became a dominant power in
world politics, its cultural
influences fed the appetites
of peoples who thought
themselves as inferior com-
pared to the cultural su-
periority of the white man.
Park Kyeyoung describes
this cultural colonialism in
Korea as "American fever’
[Park Kyeyoung, The Kore-
an American Dream: Immi-
grants and Small Business in
New York City ( Ithaca:
Cornell University Press,
1997), 29]. He says, The
strong economic, political,
and cultural influence of the
United States — what I call
American fever — has influ-
enced Koreans since the na-
tion came under United S-
tates military rule after the

defeat of Japan in 1945. [
Park K., 12]. Of course this
cultural superiority would
appear very relative if you
were to ask a Wall Street
broker and a Korean coun-
tryside farmer their opinions
on the subject matter.
However, as Bruce Cumings
explicitly describes:

The vast disparity in
wealth between America and
Korea, visible at the Ameri-
can military PX exchanges
in Korea, in the American
television programs always
available on AFKN (Ameri-
can Forces Korea Network),
or in the Sears, Roebuck
catalogs (called moose man-
uals ) that generations of Gls
used to entice their girl-
friends, led many Koreans to
think that the American
streets were paved with gold
[Bruce Cumings, Korea's
Place in the Sun: A Modern
History (New York: W. W,
Norton & Company, 1997),
443].

<>

Life in America had
seemed like a dream to many
Koreans in the impover-
ished, post-war nation:
walking on golden streets in
famous New York, watching
television in a house, or
shopping on the weekends in
large department stores that
sent out moose manuals if
one was too tired to leave
the home. The idea of the
good life consumed the
minds of war-stricken people
in Korea, and it was this
idea of something better that
had sent the Korean immi-
grants across the Pacific in
search of their dream.

No matter how subjec—
tively one can describe the
conditions of post-war Korea
in comparison to America,
there also existed objective
realities which were deter-
mining factors for the influx
of Korean immigrants after
1965. There are three major
factors which have heavily
influenced Korean immigra-
tion. First, the division of
Korea into North and South,
called pundan(%#), an out-
come of the Korean War, in-
stilled consistent fears about
the possibility of another
war, thereby influencing

oreans decisions about mi-
gration [Park K., 10]. Also,
as a result of pundan, United
States intervention has been
continual in South Korea, in
the maintenance of the
demilitarized zone at the
border between North and
South Korea and of the Y
ng-san army base. We can
relate this continual inter—
vention to the above subjec-
tive realities of American in-
fluence, and how, even in
present day, the American
presence cannot be ne-
glected.

Second, rapid industrial-
ization under Park Chung
Hee's regime led to the
creation of a the Korean
professional, who was virtu-
ally non-existent in the 1950
s, but who represented 7
percent of the labor force in
the 1960s, and finally 20
percent of the working popu-
lation in 1988 [ Park K., 13].
Professionals accounted for
71 percent of the Korean im-
migrant group from 1961 to
1965 and 75 percent from
1966 to 1968 [Hurh Won Moo
and Kim Kwang Chung,
Korean Immigrants n
America: A Structural A-
nalysis of Ethnic Confine-
ment and Adhesive Adapta-
tion (Cranbury, NJ: Associ-
ated University Presses),
53]. The increase in the
number of professionals also
demonstrates the amount of
education the average Kore-
an immigrant carried under
his belt. Korean immigrants
were the most highly ed-
ucated group among all [im-
migrant] groups : 71 percent
of them completed high s-
chool, and 36 percent bore
college degrees, whereas on-
ly 11 percent of the United
States population were col-
lege graduates in 1970. Hurh
and Kim, 55. The high level
of education that Korean im-
migrants carried with them,
in turn, has reflected upon
the huge successes they
have enjoyed upon settling in
America. As Kim Illsoo
says, No other immigrant
group that has entered the
United States since 1965 has
achieved such rapid econom-
ic mobility as have Koreans [
Kim 1., 281].  <16%H0i A=>
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The third, most important
factor for Korean immigra-
tion into the United States,
was the actual opening of
American gates to foreign
peoples. After the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Act
of 1965, the Asian share of
all foreign immigration to the
United States increased from
7.6 percent of the immigrant
group from 1961 to 1965 to
27.4 percent from 1969 to
1973, multiplying fourfold
and equaling the percentage
of European immigrants —
27.3 percent in the same
period [Hurh and Kim, 53].
Asian immigration after the
passing of the Immigration
Act of 1965 (which became
fully effective in 1968) was
like a balloon just about to
burst: the new immigration
laws had been the pin.
Korean immigration alone
doubled one year after 1968,
and nearly tripled two years
thereafter. in 1968, Korean
immigrants numbered at 3,
811 people: in 1969, the num-
ber was 6,045; in 1970, 9,314
Korean immigrants were ad-
mitted to the United States.
(Hurh and Kim, 26]. Itis
this new immigration that so
enlarged the Korean-Ameri-
can community in the United
States over the [last] thirty
vears, but it also deeply
shaped the population of
Koreans able to emigrate
[Cumings, 442].

<m>

Where did they all go,
then? Of course we could
simply answer that many im—
migrants settled into cohe-
sive ethnic communities,
mainly in the New York area
and Los Angeles; however,
what were the beginnings
and origins of these commu-
nities? If one were to walk
around Northern Boulevard
in Flushing, NY, along 32nd
Street and Broadway in
Manhattan, or along Olympic
and Western in Los Angeles,
he would see a proliferation
of small businesses: bak-
eries, grocery stores,

Morning Glory stationery s--

tores, little restaurants, and
perhaps a few soju bang(4EE
) or hofs(ZZF) (affec-
tionately called hop in
Korea). These details are
my observations from per-
sonal travel. You would not,
however, find many first
generation immigrants work-
ing at the upper levels of
Wall Street brokerage firms
due to glass ceilings that
prevent promotion and mo-
bility in the office hierarchy
(Cumings, 444]. The small
business practice has been
adopted as a way of life for
many, if not most, Korean-
Americans, despite high lev-
els of education. As Park
Kyeyoung puts it, Small
business activities today are
a symbol, perhaps the key
symbol, of Korean American
identity and success [Park
K., 206].

The mindset of Korean-
Americans in respect to their
new lives in America is de-
scribed by the Korean word
anj ng which means estab-
lishment, security, and sta-
bility; at the core of this im-
migrant ideology lies the
prospect of chagigage katki
or the establishment of ones
own business [Park K.,
201]. We see at a deeper
level that to run a small
business is not necessarily a
choice, but 2 reality for most
Korean-Americans. As
mentioned above, glass
ceilings prevent Korean im-
migrants from climbing the
corporate ladder, as [mlany
Koreans in the United States
do not learn English and live
cloistered in small Korea
towns [Cumings, 436].

To fulfill one's anjong(%
5E), Korean-Americans must
modify their attitudinal and
behavioral patterns in order
to maintain and improve their
life condition in a manner
that is compatible with the
new environment ; such is
the process of adaptation for
Korean immigrants [Hurh
and Kim, 73],

The definition of this new
immigrant ideology, espe-
cially - for Korean-Ameri-
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cans, implies a very individ-

ualistic, perhaps autocen-
tric, progression towards
self-preservation, Here I

define autocentric as self-
centered or concerned with
self.  Ultimately, in itself,
anj ng seems highly antago-
nistic to the very ideals of
community which are mani-
fest in the cohesiveness of
present-day Koreatowns of
New York and Los Angeles.
What therefore, upholds the
unity that is expressed in
terms of the new Korean
minjok?

It is possible that we can
closely correlate what his-
tory had presented to us and
what  modernity demon-
strates, In 1919, under the
leadership of Song Chin-u(%
Z2), Kim S ng-su(Zd4),
and other nationalists, the
Korean people, under the
oppression of Japanese colo-
nization, issued a declara-

tion of independence in the
March First Movement,
through which the Korean

people revealed the basic
foundations of nationhood in
the concept of modern na-
tionalism  [Carter Eckert,
Korea Old and New: A His-
tory (Seoul: Iichokak Pub-
lishers, 1990), 278]. The
interpretation of this
modern nationalism perhaps
is the key to unraveling the
answer to the new minjok[R
#]: under oppression, Kore-
an people have been known
to assemble and persevere,
in order to make things
right. Even as Kim I[llsoo s-
tates, The continual foreign
threats, invasions, and in-
terventions have  helped
Korea achieve a special kind
of national unity and solidar-
ity [Kim I., 2841, We see
through our understanding of
the classical and pre-modern
interpretation of community
that individuals will join in
order to preserve their in-
terests and to increase the
possibility of self-preserva-
tion, that is, the betterment
of their life conditions.
Thomas Hobbes would see
the March First Movement
as a modern approach to es—
tablishing a community: by
assembling as a whole to
protect their individual yet

communal interests, the
Korean people in 1919 identi-
fied themselves with each
other, by the common bond
of minjok,

Minjok (B#) in itself is an
entirely idealistic communal
bond which can probably be
understood only through the
personal experience of being
a Korean-American. How-
ever, minjok does make it-
self manifest in three ways
or stages in the present-day
Korean community. First,
the influence of  the
homeland represents this
new minjok which is derived
from the kukka, In New
York and perhaps the entire
eastern seaboard, for exam-
ple, the Korean Consulate
fosters and promotes Korean
culture, the Korean lan-
guage, and nationalism...
[which] are, of course, the
cultural backbones neces-
sary for creating one kind of
community solidarity in the
new land [Kim [, 232].
This influence from the
homeland was the first stage
in the creation of the Kore-
an-American community in
the United States. The po-
litical themes implied in the
actions of the Consulate are
not negligible; the Consulate
has been a proponent of the
major cultural and social ac-
tivities of Korean-Americans
in the New York area, even
financing many of the com-
munitys pursuits [Kim I.,
232]. Because the actions of
the Consulate office are
directly related to the in-
terests of the homeland, or
kukka[B#R], the first stage
of the creation of a Korean
community in the United S-
tates, namely the New York
area, was not dependent on
the minjok expressed by the
immigrants themselves, but
rather, on the political in-
terests of the Republic of
Korea.

The second stage arises as
a result of acculturation and
adaptation to the new soci-
ety, in which community
politics have begun to turn

toward American issues
[(Kim I., 227). The growing
independency of Korean-

Americans from the control

of the homeland represents -

n increasing assertion of an
ethnic identity in the United
States. However, in this se-
cond stage of the creation of
a Korean community, we
cannot attribute a communal
goal to this stage; Park
Kyeyoung states that Kore-
an-Americans political ac-
tivites can only be analyzed
by relating them to the cen-
trality of small business in
their lives...Immigrants of-
ten begin to undertake politi-
cal activity to protect small
business interests [ Park K.,
155].  Such political activity
is a result of individual in-
terests, not necessarily out
of minjok but more so of
chagigage katki. The se-
cond stage of development
arises from individual in-
terests that have become
communal, which might not
necessarily create commu-
nity in itself, but set the
groundwork for more pro-
gressive stages of community

development.
In the third and present-
day stage of community

development, set-up by the
former stage of communal
individualism, we see that
new, occupational organiza-
tions, as well as other social
groups, are created to de-
fend and advance the e-
conomic and social interests
of Korean-Americans [Park
K., 156].

Finally, the new under-
standing of minjok has seem-
ingly culminated into com-
munity action; this is mani-
fest in the current events
that surround the Korean
community today. In this
decade, the Los Angeles
riots that targeted so many
Korean immigrants and their
businesses have shown what
is at stake for the preserva-
tion of the Korean commu-
nity: a need for assimilation
to the American social cul-
ture, rather than self-exclu-
sion and isolation from other
non-Koreans. Even more
recently, incidents in the
New York area, namely Pal-
isades Park, New Jersey,
have shown the strengths
and perhaps weaknesses of
Korean communal  self-
preservation. <17%40il AHl&>
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We see particular weak-
nesses in the formation of,
not one, but many associa~
tions which gear their in-
terests towards the needs of
their members. Secondary
associations such as
churches, alumni organiza-
tions, business chambers of
commerce, womens clubs,
are diverse and have not yet
united toward establishing an
ethnic solidarity (Kim [,
304]. The problem that is
more inherent, however, as
Kim Illsoo states, is that an
affinity with concrete per-
sonal relations could, of
course, limit the effective-
ness of attempts to organize
an abstract, ideological com-
munity [ Kim L., 304]. What
exists, therefore, is a com-
munity comprised of many
communities, each with its
own interests, but not nec-
essarily uniting towards a
common goal,

<VN>

However, Kim Ilsoo was
writing in 1981, when the
creation of the Korean com-
munity was in its early,
perhaps secondary stages.
Nearly twenty years later, in
the incidents at Palisades
Park, we see the foundations
of a communal voice, of
unity and singularity, which
most likely was not as mani-
fest in earlier days. On
November 24, 1999, over 1,
000 Korean-Americans, from
the elder generation, middle-
aged merchants, and college
students assembled to
protest the flagrant acts of
racism that had proceeded in
the course of town events.
Given the diversity of the
crowd that had assembled,

the unified voice represents
the new minjok, much like
the March First Movement
had been the peak of anti-
colonization protest in the
earlier part of this century,
In an article from The New
York Times, reporter Robert
Hanley writes, Waving
American flags and chanting
We want change, and End
racism now, about 1,000
Korean-Americans rallied
outside Town Hall today in
support of Korean-American
merchants who complained
of unfair treatment by local
officials [1,000 Rally for
Korean-American Merchan-
ts Who Fear Backlash of
Bias in Palisades Park, New
York Times, 24 November
1999, late edition, B6]. The
description of events s
hardly indicative of the com—
mon goal that encouraged
the organization of the peo-
ple. In the rally, octogenari-
an Korean-Americans could
be seen chanting the cries in
phonetic English alongside
second-generation college s-
tudents, while the pumulnori
players accompanied the
unified voice; and one ele-
mentary schoolgirl read a
letter to the mayor at the
end of the rally; pastors,
community leaders, college
student organizers, and the
president of the Palisades
Park Chamber of Commerce
all gave their common views
in regard to the incidents
that led to the rally. The
thoughts and opinions pre-
sented here are derived from
the my observations of the
events at the rally,

Almost ten years ago, one
probably would not experi-
ence this kind of assembly,
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In 1988, Kim Sung Soo,
president of the Korean S-
mall Business Service Center
of New York, states:

There is an increasing de-
gree of violence aimed a-
gainst Asians... [The] prob-
lem is conflict developing
between Korean shopkeepers
and their neighbors. These
are intensified by poor un-
derstanding of other ethnic
cultures, orientation of busi-
ness which emphasizes the
maximizing of benefits rather
than considering the busi-
ness as goal, and different
legal cultures that the Kore-
ans experience in the states.
The third problem is low ac-
cess to political power and
government,  Koreans are
much more silent in articu-
lating their interests and
grievances [Kim Sung Soo
cited in Park K., 155].

We might like to say that
Kim is indeed incorrect in
terms of the present-state of
the Korean community. The
new minjok has cut the si-
lence, and, as evidenced in
the Palisades Park rally,
Korean-Americans are now
more aggressive in articulat-
ing their interests and
grievances. With the devel-
opment of such an ethnic
solidarity, we have wit-
nessed the inherent start of
community. The Korean-
American population has be-
come a single unit, rather
than a unit comprised of
different interest groups.

Korean-Americans should
be satisfied with the results,
that the new minjok has
been defined, and that they
are finally part of a singular
whole. However, even ten
vears ago as Kim Sung Soo
stated, it is not necessarily
repression that should be the
call for community. The de-
monstrators at the March
First Movement are perhaps
legitimized in their goal: that

s, to express discontent
and to encourage the pro-
gression of their indepen-
dence.  Song Chin-u and
Kim Sung-su utilized a valid
sense of the term minjok.
Yet, is the Korean-Ameri-
can community entitled to
such a degree of protest?
As in most conflicts, there is
more than one group in-
volved, there are always two
sides to a debate. We can-
not call the incidents of Pal-
isades Park protest, neces-
sarily. Kim Sung Soo notes
differences which arise out
of culture and society. He
may appear to imply that this
is not the Korean-American
kukka[E#%%] but the Ameri-
can kukka called mikuk[3
B, not Thanguk[EH].
When we see the prolifera-
tion of Korean-American
communities in Palisades
Park, in Flushing, in Los
Angeles, there seems to be a
Korean claim to the land in
which they live; they seem-
ingly wish to establish their
own kukka in a land which is
not their own, but belonging
to everyone else. There-
fore, there exists another
communal responsibility, not
of the minjok of the Korean
people, but of the minjok of
the American people. To be
a Korean-American does not
mean one is a Korean living
in America, but an American
who is Korean. As the old
saying goes, When in Rome,
do as the Romans do.
Thus, the fine line between
being a Korean nationalist
and an American citizen is
made for every Korean-
American to decipher. And
to decipher we must all at-
tempt in order to define the
minjok that is inherent in our
own cultural identity,
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