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A story about swallows

Because my house locates
next to man-made lake on
one side and a vast area of
forest preserve on the other
side, I can enjoy all kinds of
nature. Animals like deer,
rabbit, raccoon, ground hog,
squirrel, and weasels
frequent my yard.
Sometimes they are a nui
sance because they mess up
with my flower garden which
I am very much fond of.
With the benefit of a large
lake, I can enjoy unusual
birds that ordinarily we don't
see around the house. They
are ducks, geese, swallows,

x4 alo] oy,

A SR

RS

Akl $4 w42,
2ol
Aol
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Aol Zx]d|

and blue herons.

Early last spring, I noticed
that a pair of swallows were
building a nest on the wall
next to my garage door.
They brought mouthful clay
and straw and laid little by
little to build a half cone
shaped nest which was won-
derfully structured and skill-
fully attached to the wall. I
told my wife that we are
going to see baby swallows
pretty soon.

Eventually, the female
swallow finished laying eggs
and sat quietly on them.
After a few weeks passed,
we heard chicks. We could
see four chicks stretching
their necks waiting for the
mother swallow to bring
food.

Since then, the mother
swallow kept herself busy to
bring food to the -chicks.
Meanwhile, the father
swallow was making circles
around their nest as if he
was guarding them. When
the mother swallow was not
feeding chicks, both

swallows sat on the edge of

gutter and chat to each
other.

We had to get out of our
house quietly and quickly
not to disturb them. If we
had stayed a little longer
than a brief moment outside,
swallows were getting
nervous and started swiftly

HMORo| SAIS £ Of0|RHIHMOK2I0)
A7),

flying and dashing to us as if
they were trying to attack
us. I thought that they were
trying to protect their

chicks. If we stay longer, we
had to confront a troop of
swallows. Suddenly, at least
five or six more swallows
join the pair and circle
around us, making some

noise. It amazed me how the
pair send a signal to recruit

assistance and where they
are coming from. I haven't
seen them before. Since
then this groupings and
attacking gestures repeated
whenever it was not sooner
enough to clear from their
view. Even we had a great
curiosity to see how the baby
chicks grow, we had to
restrain ourselves. Only way
to look the baby swallows
was from inside through the
window. We still managed to
enjoy observing baby chicks
getting bigger and the
moment they could fly, We
worried if they might fall to
the ground but to our relief,
they managed to fly all by
themselves. When they flew
away, I was wondering if
they left forever. They came
back in the evening and
stayed in the nest. They
repeated this for a few days
but finally they have gone
and then never returned. All
the time both parent stayed
and carefully watched if
everybody left safely.

Finally both parent left for

the warmer place
somewhere

south.
After all left,
the nest re

M2 S11 A= ZRmo| RHIS.

#4Z 719= O0IRIEIZH 19| RS,

ained empty. And then the
winter came. The swallows
have not come back even af-
ter spring has sprung. I
thought they would never
return. One day we noticed
some other kind of bird has
occupied the nest and laid
eggs. It was a purple finch. I
thought that the finch is a
shameless creature and steal
someone else nest. Since an
original legitimate owner is
not around, it wouldn't mat-
ter whoever lives there. It
would be better than left va-
cant. To my surprise, one
day, the swallows have re-
turned. I believe that the
swallows must have been
shocked to find that someone
else is

occupying their nest. There
was a brief quarrel and
melee between them. I have
observed that the swallow
gave up and quietly left. I
am sure they are much
larger and stronger so that
they could evict easily the il-
legitimate occupant if they
wanted. They must have
thought it is uneth-
ical or

unkind to kick out
someone who s
having baby.

This event left
me a profound
thought. We can
learn some lesson
that the swallows
showed us about
the cooperation a-
mong their col-
leagues and yielding
to someone needy.
Nowadays it is a
rare occurrence in
our society to cooperate and
yield. It would be nice to
follow the exemplary gesture
that the swallows have
shown us.
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HAMBURG, Germany Europeans
love to reach for the imagery of the
B-movie Western when criticizing a
new American president especially if
he is a Republican from Texas. Ac-
cordingly, President Bush is por-
trayed as a dolt on a stallion, empty-
ing his six-shooter every which way,
mainly at peace and global under-
standing.

Never mind that in Hollywood
Westerns the cowboy almost always
protects the weak and punishes the
willful, thus upholding the European
knight's code of chivalry. What the
caricature obscures is Mr. Bush's
skill in designing a post-cold war di-
plomacy for the last remaining su-
perpower. His strategy, in fact,
owes much to the hub-and-spokes
approach pioneered more than a cen-
tury ago by one of Europe’s greatest
diplomats, Chancellor Otto von Bis-
marck of Germany.

What is the critical strategic prob-
lem for the United States, a nation
that dwarfs all others in terms of ~
hard” (military) and "soft” (cultural-
economic) power? It is how to
prevent the rest of the world from
unifying against No. 1. After unifi-
cation in 1871, Bismarck’s Germany
found itself in a similar position in
Europe: more powerful than any oth-
er country, yet threatened by the
resentments of all.

‘The United States is Bismarck’s
Germany on a global scale. Its power
is more overwhelming than that of
any previous hegemon since the Ro-
man Empire. For example, the entire

world spends about $800 billion on
defense; the United States accounts
for about $380 billion of the total,
more than the spending of the next
14 nations combined. Its "soft’ power
is also unmatched: in industries as
diverse as movies and airplanes, its
products dominate the world, as do
its universities.

In 1877, Bismarck decreed an "iron
rule” for German foreign policy: to
work out a ‘political situation in
which all the powers need us and are
kept as much as possible from
forming coalitions against us.” What
is Mr. Bush doing? No pontificator
he, but look at how his diplomacy is
unfolding.

Start with Russia, where Mr.
Bush celebrated his new friendship
with President Vladimir Putin last
weekend, For 40 years, Moscow and
Washington haggled over every nu-
clear missile in their silos. Now,
they are slashing their nuclear arse-
nals by almost two-thirds ?with a
stroke of the pen. Still more impor-
tant is the symbolism: Here is Mr.
Bush pinning the badge of equal su-
perpower status on Mr. Putin. Since
Sept. 11, the United States and
Russia have formed a close partner-
ship.

The appropriate metaphor is that
of the United States as the hub and
all the other major players as spokes
converging on Washington. President
Bush is now assiduously polishing
these spokes.

He has turned Russia into a key

Bl A 2 Bushd AREGE

ally. He has edged India into the
American orbit even as he enlists the
aid of Pakistan in America's war on
terrorism. He has toned down the
rhetoric against China ?with the re-
sult that Beijing is no longer throw-
ing wrenches into the American
works. Ditching an earlier policy of
neglect, Washington has offered it-
self as indispensable mediator in the
Middle East. Finally, Mr. Bush has
begun mending fences with Europe
by flattering France and Germany,
the key players in the European
Union, with well-choreographed
visits to Berlin and Paris last week.

The name of this game is to have
better relations with the spokes than

they have with one another. Of-

coturse many of these countries have
formed alliances of their own: the
European Union is an example, as is
Asean. But they have not allied
themselves against the United S-
tates, nor has Russia or China
created such an alliance,

What's missing in this strategy is a
sense that the prescription is more
than just self-serving. When Euro-
peans berate Mr. Bush for his
unilateralism, they are really asking
the United States to become more
responsive to their needs and con-
cerns ?to be more a seeker of con-
sensus than a builder of coalitions.
Indeed, when they listen to Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld proclaim
that the mission determines the
coalition, and not the other way
around, they hear: "Don't call us, we’
1l call you.” This riles their souls,
and rightly so.

So the Bush administration might
think about adding a bit of Franklin
Roosevelt, Truman and Eisenhower
to its Bismarck formula. These three
presided over the golden era of
United States diplomacy. They took
care of American interests by taking
care of the interests of others.
Above all, they built international
institutions ike the United Nations,
NATO, the World Bank and the In-
ternational Monetary Fund ?that em-
bedded America's welfare in the
well-being of the rest of the world.
Today, however, the United States
is more likely to rend than to mend
the international fabric,

For example, the United States
recently imposed punitive tariffs on
steel imports for transparent do-
mestic reasons. It also increased
government farm subsidies by two-
thirds over the next decade. Neither
measure is good for international
trade, but what's even more puzzling
ahout both of them Is that they run
against the self-interest of the
United States, the world's largest
exporter, -

So the best rule for an unchal-
lenged No. 1 is this: Do good for the
rest of the world in order to do well
for yourself. This is not the counsel
of woolly-headed sensitivity training,
but of hard-nosed realism. Bismarck
would undoubtedly approve.

(K& ;Josef Joffe is editor of the
German weekly Die Zeit and an as-
sociate at the Olin Institute for S-
trategic Studies at Harvard O| &Rl=
‘Bismarck's Lessons for Bush’ 0|8 NY
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<Artist statement>

This body of work represents research into my identity and into feminine aesthetics. Using tool and
techniques from homemaking-- sewing, washing, ironing and gardining-the boundaries of drawing and
painting are explored, merging artifacts from domestic life with art.

Sewn stitches and calligraphic strokes create storytelling symbols and i images about the transformation
of woman from my experiences as wife, mother and individual. | am a flower in the garden, waiting all
winter long through many nights and bad weather, to grow and bloom under the sun.

| used rice paper or make handmade paper from worn-out lace dollies and egg cartons for my work. |-
mages are made with stitching, calligraphy ink marker and pencil. Pigments are made with clay from the
garden or calligraphy ink and mixed medium. Unwanted images are washed off with water: ironing is used
to control the wrinkles. Sometimes several smaller works are sewn together in forms reminiscent of dish-
towels, hand towels, blankets and other household items. Adopting techniques learned from homemaking
has freed me to reveal my emotions and transform my ordinary everyday art form.
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