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For more than half a century the Middle East -

along with Europe and Asia - has been one of the
three zones strategically vital to the United States’
national interest. Domination by a hostile power or
the outbreak of a major conflict in any of these
three zones would pose a forceful challenge to
America’s ability to maintain the global equilibrium
on which international stability depends.

America stepped into the Middle East as British
and French colonial domination receded. Gradual-
ly, the United States became the principal guaran-
tor of the region's peace and also of stable access

to the region's oil resources. In recent years the
centrality of that role was underscored by the
American military action against Iraq in the Persi-

an Gulf war.

At the same time, the United States’ commit-
ment to assuring Israel's survival, motivated by a
sense of moral obligation to a people that had
suffered immeasurably, has built an ever closer
American-Israeli relationship based on political and
military collaboration. But given the intensity of
Arab-Israeli hostility, that relationship has also in-
evitably collided with America's interest in pre-
serving its influence over the Arab states.

Obviously, a final peace settlement between Is-
rael and the Palestinians would be best. But from
the American standpoint, even an absence of war,

ble.

Brovided the situation was stable, would be tolera- {

The current crisis poses a grave threat to United

States interests. One can argue forever as to

whether Yasir Arafat or Ariel Sharon is more re-
sponsible for its eruption. What is clear is that the
two cannot reach peace together and neither can
impose his version of it on the other.

Ultimately, the 4.8 million Jewish Israelis cannot
permanently sustain the subjugation of 4.5 million
Palestinians (1.2 million of whom are second-class
Israeli citizens), while Israel's own democracy and

sense of moral self-respect would be jeopardized

by continuing to do so.
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The Palestinians have neither
the power nor the international
support to drive the Israelis in-
to the sea, while their terror
tactics are morally indefensi-
ble.

The Israeli sense of outrage

at the suicide bombings is un-
derstandable.  Any  Israeli
government would have had to
react in the face of such provo-
cation. But it is important to
note that Mr. Sharon's retalia-
tion over the last year has fo-
cused largely on undermining
the existing  Palestinian

Authority, much in keeping

with his decade-long opposition
to the Oslo peace process and
his promotion of colonial settle-
ments in the West Bank and
Gaza.

With the Palestinian Author
ity in shambles, the Pales-
tinians are likely to slide into a
state of anarchy, with their
leadership gravitating toward
more extremist underground
elements. In Israel, and espe-
cially among the Likud Party,
more voices are likely to be
heard advocating the expulsion
of the Palestinians from the
territories. Arab resentment
at America's apparent partiality
will rise, placing in greater jeo-

pardy regimes that are viewed
as friendly to the United S-
tates.

In these circumstances,
America cannot ignore world
public opinion. There is a near-
ly unanimous global consensus
that United States policy has
become one-sided and morally
hypocritical, with clear dis-
plays of sympathy for Israeli
victims of terrorist violence and
relative indifference to the
(much more numerous) Pales-
tinian civilian casualties.

At risk is America's ability to
maintain international support
for the war on terrorism, and
especially for plans to deal with

Saddam Hussein.

The United States response,
therefore, has to be guided by
a strategic awareness of all the
interests involved, and not by
the claims of any single party.
The course followed in recent
times, with its largely procedu-
ral emphasis on cease-fires and
confidence-building measures
while waiting for the parties to
agree on their own, has become
a prescription for procrastina-
tion.

It is now painfully evident
that left to themselves, the Is—
raelis and the Palestinians can
only make war. Their suspicion
of each other's motives and

utual hatred is too great to per-
mit the needed compromise.
Moreover, each side has pow-
erful factions even more ex-
tremist than the current lead-
ership, with Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu poised to challenge
Ariel Sharon while some un-
known Islamist militant steps
into Yasir Arafat's shoes if he
is killed in the current offen-
sive.

President Bush's statement on
the crisis on Thursday took an
important step toward shedding
the administration's ambiguous
and, of late, somewhat inco-
herent posture. But it falters
on three points.  <12H0i| Ai&>




")

MOIMST7IR [ St %%<H| 25>

20024 43 282

g AeQle] AL A=
-R9-2) B o] 7117

7] £ & M55

~ olgololy] ‘it 51”9 s

= 2t olga 1 #ol S0l
gt g8 uiguns 24 34
g2 m2rs a7 IFE HA A
olct. LS 49 o S
28 7t oAz} uj=o)

ol 2E28Q) BHo] Z8=HUS.
- B, 23 B4 AlEol 2y

ol Sol7lEAl A 1848 &
dAAERIS A EHZE 9= 30
"o AU Lottt Tmiuict ol
Agide “olofe o] Eole &
oigk= B3O @A FHo%
tiSal Uit 2289 ARAE
U Ay 38 282 REEY A
Hale olagide] dd 239
FAUE T

279 ol FA| vl= 28
9 welo] glol B Rolck. &
ZaEAee] AZeZEN o
S5k A2 gois A= Bod
glgln olagide 3ssKich
olA2 2ol AMSE & A
22 ZHolc}. 9.11 01F EH2ie)

- @gg MRS JoAE HHEA

o 2@a 2as. ot

= 226 @ oEgs gel J=
39 A9E asH0 B3 8
Mol £8 BT J2ln L3kt
(Arafat) 24k FAISH! LA
C}. 2 1180] QS UN &3
ol 2 U} 4tllo] ZHRE T
I gsElgy wee 9
sk,

olxzile 22.270] HEid)
amol ok sRE ¥ SEgl

- o] 7ilol I &gdA OJFOIA]

E ASAAE et A2 8
olgt &2 ohich. 1t o9
22 FZ15Q) BEJHA0IH F
gEoRE AR #4449 =0
Asjelt 11 A BRE stst
1 gBERI7IEE EHolg SR
t}. olagld F2 West Bank

9 RE FAlg ulSE g6l 23
2 ArEIc). Slglol A= &
SlEF 44 Al A9 tiao]
FQick. AYY Jvn&Eoisde &
FAAER! AlTio] £5o] S
c}. E8uk} chiy #2018 8
Astl €8 FHRoINCL 83
7} 7k= 320l Faloju} FHES

2 4 ggch. Aol HHE
ALE, AUFE, ASAF 2%
20} L), &80 2ot 2A2A
AS5k= AlRol EAQ 2
g uigith. UN 3509 82F
& Aksict. o Age 21
olgnAl:= Braidict. fE=vt
E2 gl Zo] AZolAl Lok
= g 2FolA u)= BAg 8
58 oiA)71 IRch

oAz ZEAERI0l cig
il &0l 2AL At EHAQE
28sk=0 =28 FA Rl
2512 HAAYE 2EF vlE
7} s0igt 7i1 EHEAERIS &
SIS ZEMoE EXy A o
Z7k= 18 ARG Ut &
8 15712 SUA(ED)2 olagt

o] chdt ZMEQ AMAR 31

gol axF2 Z™sl 293
k. 2A] dEEE ol elzid
ol A oAz ElZEE0]
HAQ HEE Bg 4 AS ROl
2l 91 ARAS Rolck. J2k
ol olAZIAE oA YEMH
ol wEch ul=ol Aglsks ozt
A 870l ool RE=7IES

22 4% g 4 A & Aol
k. AlERZE MZEHAA} Hl=2 ol
Agd0 BFE 8ot Uk
w, 84 olo]7} Okt 01o1E Tl
g fg=8 01Ut} /20l
OIESOIAZA tIAY BAE &
ohl U Ag 2t u1=2 A=
9 ojolo] olAZiA ojlit th=
o gEAeeld HZ7t w89
Fo3@ Hye t=tke RS
oig mt Kokl Bok. V&S
a4 44 2 Iid dEs sl2
JE9 883 W FHOE Ho]
tig & 4 gl 189 3k 0]
alaleial FEalor & Aoict. 1
griy SHAERIS o] i
AZ " g5 8doizie A
2 ohich. old AZEZol o~
g9 “olol= ol Folle 0l
ghe Z3o) AlEE o dZ6HA
Tk Rolch. AA o] g8t ojA
gide &3 Adlojof éict. &
= ASEHHBA7F ASHE A
A 22 SYAERIS dAlsHl
oagidg SHGHA & Rolch
EAZ uZ2 848 7KL
oAzl ZHAEKRIS Chaiok
sich.

#utEQ) MZkg 7L BAE
& 4 Q= Zoiok. J2id ofgel
E9) ujgg Ap=E Roict. 1

23 ul=e ulZo] ARSI 4

S5hl Q= AN ST QI
olg EdiE ZHLER EAE
AZXY sior & Aoich. £4 |9
Iy Ago] oAzl 1/10%
olEl= ¢ 15008 7HQl 450l A
9 v} AQAERE A i
Az slof g RAolch, olagid
o] ¢IEIE T8} ul=o] F
K019 olEk0lA 7] LB
£ 20H Ao} E50l= B
syl € Rolth, EE oiFAd &
g A, gaAer Jal Ag, o]
Ag)e10] West Bank Uiol Q=
A0 2R oz Azt B
o] golict, 13U “Rae= £
27} oot & A2 [AILoIA
o} HMigolE fys AoMAE
“N2A 211 o TR E
42 ojE AANT R8s
3129 Fo] g8 Aotk

48927

29 &

n|ZERe SHAHZAHQ!

7] o o5 &

HMAEZO &' 259 &

WHO= 48 7€ "HARAS
2" golslod 01€S Move for
Health(32Z€ 85l 28ck=)2
Z o|EXNSoRA, 283 A4
8t Moo £QMol it Al
AQ19 ZY g £l

Ze g |2y JARg
# En) E£2 #HRE S9N
ZooA 258 A, 1 &
A FHE HoiFEy) 8 olgd
AIQ) “10ml A1 gaEl7Ies"ol
73k

AR, HEZ, g, T8
oy g2 23 AZASFAR
oo Jk=8 Mg&gZgoln
=, oj2ojA oid 30T Bo| F
e ARIE E& FAS 2T
olA chkZ &7 k. J8lx
T "BIEA] AURSE0IM |/
EdAU BAZ 2277 &
g8 glol, 150] 547t oigd Ho
B2} A7)0 &ix 2ok, Roldo]
A RIS Zo] oY 1AM
=31 =0, 2 7i50] 3gét 7t
Aol 8 4 Ao}« 1 Felud &
B AR 258 S
g Ae gRd.

n|ZA oA F8t olEst ¥
£9 Bg3ELS Al %% o]
o, A 1047 S0l (it
(11)1997-199815 O|=4J219]

CI7THBEA| 258

n|Z2ARE @=2EQ ALEA
HYZRAY Q&toz CDC Akl
71391 NCHSolA 184014} 1]
ZA0 euigAEe wd¥sll, 2
Zo] @S FAMEIA "The
Leisure-Time Physical Ac-
tivity Among Adults: United
States, 1997-98"2 &EIIC

<%F:. CDC= Center for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion(Z& YT oLHER), 1
2lal NCHS & National Cen

- er for Health Statistics(=
BAZEANEDY A >,

1 BAMUgS 29561 U=
¥} 2.

SEHIE: u)=9 4O 62%=
ojgs 2= shaYert, 108
Z 3gulo] FARCE £55hl
ok, YAWL oA=L}, g
Feo7t R8T} 6JN] 252
o 2ol Sit}. 18-244 F@20l=
1089% 7do] o7K] S8E 6
o, 754 o}4} +-QIxr} 2ulL}t O
8icl.

ZEs JuE SAARRD o
20| 258},

OIZE: uwioly} OR|QE 4019
2/3 = oyt ) RE5= 0, &
o3} AT 2 1/281 617IA] 2
8], woldel 1/4 2 #aF
OF 2E5H, UE A4SHT
o ®o| st

Ml sk 105 8ol
oJ7IA) @551, TNELAECH
2ulL} ol sict,

22l vIniaF (FPL=Fed-
eral Poverty LeveD)=C} 4Hj
olak £¢lo] Y= &9 M1l
ogc) 26U © #AAAQ RS
gich.

Xielll: Aol AFSk= o
012 FARUIL AlZol Ak= At
g4} 288 ol st

(moI2HERe| IVHISH
A=

njZeiuERE A7 104
Aglg Zdslel ZuALSTE
Qg R=EFE AF5H!, Al
AAFAE E761H SX) AIEE
olch.

ZDAZAZY 100] F2AZ
AN&10 LHI= 10 Leading
Health Indicator)2 t}S3} &
ch.

1. AS(Physical Activity)

2. ABTCIS} vk

(Overweight and Obesity)
1330l Al%>

NS0 AHES>

First, by noting that an immi-
nent agreement on a cease-fire
was aborted by the bombing of
March 27, Mr.
making the peace process again
a hostage to any future terror-
ist act. Israel would be justi-
fied in retaliating against fur-
ther Palestinian acts of terror-
ism, but reprisals should be
aimed at actual perpetrators
and not at destroying the
Palestinian political structure.
Second, Mr. Bush's highly

Bush risks.

personal condemnation of Yasir
Arafat implies that the Pales-
tinians should select their lead-
er in keeping with American or
even Israeli  preferences.
Third, the president's state-
ment should have made clear
that Secretary of State Colin
Powell's mission to the Middle
East is not to be part a process
that focuses more on procedure
than on substance. Secretary
Powell should seek an Arab s-
tatement that categorically
condemns suicide bombing
even if it reserves the right of

the Palestinians to resist the
occupation and the settlemen-
ts. Mr. Arafat could then issue
such a statement without
seeming to be bowing to
American and Israeli dictates.
The United States must also
now push forward with a spe-
cific peace plan. The point of
departure for such a plan -
based on United Nations reso-
lutions, earlier settlement ne-
gotiations conducted at Taba,
Egypt, in January 2001 and the
Saudi proposal for normaliza-
tion of relations between Israel

and Arab nations - is already in
place. The United States
should also indicate its willing-
ness to deploy, with the con-
sent both of Israel and of
Palestine, a peacekeeping force
to enhance security for both
parties. NATO might also
choose to participate in any
such deployment, given Eu-
rope's interest in containing the
Middle East crisis.

One should entertain no illu-
sions that any such initiative
would gain the immediate ap-
proval of either the Israelis or

- he Palestinians. But one
should also not underestimate
the leverage the United States
has or the deeree to which the

people on both sides are

‘eager to find a way out. Our

own national interest and moral
obligations demand that we do
no less.

B#B= “Moral Duty, National
Interest” O|3f ®XA Zbigniew
Brzezinski= 1977E5E 19817
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