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Solitude
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Solitude comes when my mind is flying over the starry sky

Where milky way is faintly gleaming.

Nothing is in the sky but shiny stars.

Fireflies are blinking while crickets are making monotonous chirpy sounds
That are echoing through vacuous summer night air.

Solitude comes when a bob is waving gently to the breeze
While fishes hide deep under the water surface.

Nothing shows up but playful pair of ducks.

Mourning doves are crying far in the forest

That make heart aching wailing sounds.

Splitude comes when fog veils all over

While heavy vapor condenses embracing all objects

Nothing shows real picture but ghostly appearance

Lamp lights on the road side are showing gleam beams around
That reflect faces of long forgotten folks.

Solitude comes when thunderous storm overwhelms

While the shining sun disappears behind dark clouds :
Nothing is in the sky but flocks of geese that are hurrying back to their nests.
Thunders are galvanizing while winds are making roaring sounds

That are shouting through heavy summer air.

Solitude comes when gleam light appears at dawn
While vapors crystallize to form dew.

Nothing awakes but a night stroller.

Freight trains are passing by making tumbling noises
That are stirring night silence.

Solitude comes when butterflies disappear
While flowers wither away and leaves turn to auburn, yellow and res.

‘Nothing blooms but autumn mums.

Chilly winds are blowing
That are sweeping helpless leaves away.
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About 20 years ago, a few
young Korean graduate stu-
dents and I visited Professor
Inyong Ham's home in State
College, Pennsylvania, a typ—
ical American college town.
On his living room wall, we
saw an interesting embroidery
written in Chinese charac-
ters. It was translated as, "
Professor Inyong Ham is a
contemporary  Confucius.”
When I read it out loud,
everyone laughed. We knew
Professor Ham as "Ham Big
Cannon (LKA, " since he of-
ten exaggerated the truth in
his ‘eloquent and convincing
speeches, The embroidery
was a gift from a Chinese
professor at the University of
Taipei, and we considered
him to be a 'Big Cannon’
himself, At the time, Profes-
sor Ham was away from
home, serving as the scientif-
ic advisor to the South Kore-
an president, Taewoo Roh. In
his absence, we discussed
how much of his speeches
had real truth in them. At
the end of our heated discus—
sion, we agreed that, despite
his exaggerations, at least 80—
90percent of his lectures con—
tained the real truth.

Professor Ham was truly an
outstanding and motivating s-
peaker, not only to KSEA
members, but also to other
Korean scientists, engineers
and the general public. A
simple proof is that he served
as the presidential- scientific
advisor to three Korean pres-
idents - Jung Hee Park, Doo
Whan Jun, and Tae Woo
Roh. I still fondly remember
listening to his every word as
I acted as his personal
chauffeur and weekend disci-
ple as we roamed around
Central Pennsylvania and

later, in the Boston area.
When he was invited to give
his eloquent speeches, he did
not pay attention to the rank,
size, or scientific level of his
audience. His willingness to
present materials to any audi-
ence amazed me, especially
his eagerness to educate
young scientists and engi-
neers.

As the first anniversary of
his departure from this world
approaches, I am compelled
to- give several examples of
his contribution to the Korean
scientific and technological
community and to demon-
strate how deeply Professor
Ham loved young Korean sci-
entists and engineers, as if
they were his own children.

Professor Ham was the first
of the KSEA (Korean-
American Scientists and En-
gineers Association in
America) presidents to envi-
sion scholarship for young
Korean and Korean-American
students. He established the
Inyong Ham Scholarship for
Korean-American undergrad-
uate students majoring in sci-

"ence or engineering at Ameri-

can colleges, and for KSEA
student members and mem-
bers's children. He also es-
tablished 34 international s-

cholarships in Korea and oth-

er countries. With these s-
cholarships he demonstrated
his love and care for young
generations of scientists and
engineers all over the world.
The Inyong Ham Scholarship
has been offered to outstand-
ing students pursuing careers
in science and engineering for
the past 15 years. I hope that

AOIMSCITHS / RN B <{H 2% >

some readers of this article
will be future recipients of
this prestigious scholarship.

As the third president of
KSEA, Professor Ham also
organized and implemented
the first KSEA International
Science and technology Sym-
posium in Seoul , Korea. the
purposes of the Symposium
were to promote advanced
knowledge of science and
technology, to foster the
partnerships between Korean
and American scientists and
engineers, and to make con-
tributions to Korean, Ameri-
can, and all human society.
Over the years, the Sympo-
sium has changed its name to
the Korea-U. S. Science and
Technology Conference. It is
held every year in the USA
and every three years in
Korea. Professor Ham en-
couraged young scientists an
engineers to participate in
this annual Symposium and
present their research, devel-
opment and innovations to
help the growth of the Korean
and U.S. scientific and tech-
nological communities, as
well as the Korean and U.S.
economies and living stan-
dards. :

Professor Ham's third con-
tribution to the Korean com—
munity occurred in 1998,
when he asked KSEA mem-
bers to donate recent editions
of scientific books, journals
and proceedings to Kim-
Chaek University of Tech-
nology, a North Korean
university. KSEA councilors
immediately approved his
book-sending proposal to
North Korea, which is a
communist country and has
no formal political relation-
ships with South Korea and
the USA. Professor Ham not
only provided his time and
services to the project, but
he also paid all shipping costs
himself. His generosity was
aimed to help young scientists
and engineers in North
Korea, to advance North
Korean academic and re-
search capabilities, and ulti-
mately to improve North
Korean industries and e-
conomy. His reasoning was
that the KSEA had provided
many scientific and engi-
neering services to South

ao.

Korea for 30 years, and now
it should help North Korea to
achieve a successful unifica-
tion with the South.
Professor Ham's lifetime
achievement as an educator
for all ages, in the classroom
and in his research and writ-
ing, was his greatest contri-
bution to future generations
of Korean scientists and engi-
neers. His hobby of studying
the history of Korean science
and art in the Silla period (57
BC -934¢ AD) has become 2
valuable resource for younger
generations of Koreans.
When he retired from Penn-
sylvania State University af-
ter 39 years of distinguished
service, his admirers urged
him to write a book on his fa=
vorite subject. To our de-
light, in 1998 he wrote a book
entitled "Science and Tech-
nology of the Silla Period" in
English, Korean and Ja-
panese. His book, based on
39 years of research on the s-
cience and technology of our
Korean ancestors, became 2

nonfiction “best *'seller” ’kin"

Korea.

Professor Ham  taught
young Korean scientist and
engineers, as well as any
Korean, Japanese and Chi-
nese adults interested in the
scientific and technology 'of
the Silla period to young
Korean—-American children in
the New England area. He
was 73 years old and had just
published "Science and Tech-
nology of the Silla Period.” At
the time, I did not know that
I was given the privilege of
being his personal chauffeur
for one last time in this wor-
1d.

We visited three Korean s-
chools in Andover, Lexington
and Wakefield, Massachuset-
ts. I was able to see the
distinguished professor's eyes
sparkle once again, and his
booming tenor voice resonat-
ing in the classroom fasci-
nated both the young studen-
ts and their parents. He held
a humorous question and an-
swer session with the chil-
dren asking them, "What is
the name of the oldest star
observatory tower and where
is it located?” When the chil-
dren could not respond, he
teased them, saying, "You -

now where the famous Tower
of Pisa is because you are s-
mart and you learned it in s
chool.

But did you know that our
Korean ancestors one thou-
sand years ago built the first
stone observatory tower
called 'Chumsungdae’ in
Gyeongju, Korea? They s-
tudied stars at night from the
roof of the tower. You, the
young generations of Korean-
Americans should under-
stand, appreciate and be very
proud of our ancestors’ art,
science and technology.”

Professor Ham hoped that
his book and his speeches
would provide some assis—
tance to younger Korean gen-
erations, in particular to
those whod live overseas. At
the end of his lectures, he did
not fail to give some motivat-
ing and patriotic remarks. He
often concluded, "Our ances-
tors sowed the seeds of sci-
entific and technological in-
novations and capability, and
gave water and fertilizer to
thehi. We impart to the young
generations’ dréams, hope
and encouragement in chal-
lenging global competition
with pride from ancestral his-
tory and tradition. Young
generations, please have a vi-
sion, big dreams and work
hard toward your goals.”

At Professor Ham's funeral
services last year, I learned
one more lesson to prove his
commitment to the youth. He
had trained directly and indi-
rectly many Korean and in-
ternational disciples, includ-
ing Indian, Chinese, Ja-
panese, French, Sri Lankan,
Latin American and Russian
scientists and engineers. I
was proud and happy to know
that I was merely one of many
international disciples of this
great "Contemporary Confu-
cius.”

In closing, I hope that
someday, some of the Kore-
an-American readers of this
article will receive a Nobel
prize in the fields of science
and technology, so that Pro—
fessor Ham's dreams come
true. May God grant peace
and love to his wife, Ms.
Hyunduk Kim, his two sons,
Taewoo and Taewuk, and
their family.
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